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ge Lae reports of the co.uimittee, (the majority’s 
and miaority’s), appointed to investigate the man- 
ner in which tie executive departments have been 
ad.niaistered, are pubiished in the present sheet.— 
We will follow then up with the testimony taken 
before the coi:nittee, ad:litional interest to which is 
jmparted by gen Jackson’s comments upon the 
stateanent of Judge White. See page 131. 


THE MONEY MARKET. By the arrival of the 
ship Georg? Wasiiastoa at New York from Liver- 
gol, wita London advices to the 23d and Liver- 
jl to the 24th ult. it will be seen, by reference to 
ure 132, that an arrangzement has been made, er at 
fast isin contemplation, by the bank of England 
to sustain the houses engaged in the Aunerican 
trade to the ainount of £590,000, which sum, it 
was supposed, would be sutiicisnt to enable them to 
meet present engazeinents. Private advices, it is 
stated, were also rec2ived by the same arrival, autho- 
risiag the bank of the United States to draw on the 
buk of Eagiand for £ 2,000,900) sterling, about 
$10,000,000. This timely aid with the arrange- 
wonts made by the banks for taking the New York 
state loan of three and a half millions, had produced 
arather better state of feeling, but is not regarded 
gsaranedy for the general derangement and dis- 
ra33 Which prevails; and it will be seen by the ac- 
couatof the meeting of merchants held on Tues- 
day evening last, that a direct appeal is to be made 
yta2 president to repeal the treasury circular, to 


suspend all suits upoa boads until January next, | 


aud to coavoke coazress at an early period, that 
measures May be adopted to check the embarrass- 
meatsot the country. ‘Tae co-operation of the other 
con.nercial cities of the union 1s solicited to e(fect 


aJorded. . 

Tne three houses ia Eaziand so largely connect- 
el with the American trada, to which the bank of 
Fagland has extended its aid, are stated to be 


Messrs. Tas. Willsor & Son, Lros. Wildes & Co. | 


aul Timothy Wiggins. The New York American 
siys: “Phere see.ns to exist no doubt ia the best 
informed quarters here, that this arrangeinent may 
be cousidered az having been consuiminated, and 
we look upon this result together with that of the 
credit for about ten miilions of dollars opened to the 
bank of the United States by the bank of Ensland, 
as saving this city and the country at large, from a 
vast increas2 of su fering.” 
- The distress among the laboring classes in N. York 
ls excessive, and Cie “ilerald” states that there are 
povably, at this moment, twelve or fifteen thousand 
persous out of employ.sent. On the *24th inst. a 
petition was presented to the common council froin 
alarze nuinber of operatives, asking employment 
and declaring that they are without the common ne- 
cessurtes of life! 

Among other incidents of the money market in 


New York, it is stated that a draft of gen. Jackson’s 


for $5,000 had been returned protested. The drait 
Was based upoa the supposition that cotton was 
worth 15 cents per pound, whereas its price is only 
8 cents, 

In Boston the state of affairs is said to be bad. 

ariag the previous week several large houses had 
failed, and the Courier of Moiuday says—* All sorts 
of business seems to be at a stop, and each one 
Seems to be afraid of his neighbor. The failure of 
three very large houses on Saturday caused a great 
deal of excitement, and it is feared that they will 
oblige others (who have heretofore depended upon 

* credit of at least one of them) to suspend pay- 
hents to-day. 

The firm of Cragin, Cleveland & Co. which sus- 
pended payment some days azo, did not cause the 
Stoppaze of the Chelsea bank. Thedemands against 

*i are not yet due, and when due will undoubt- 
edly be paid. 

A vessel arrived at Boston on Saturday from 

tayaguil, with nearly $50,900 in specie. 

: N New Orleans no improvein nt had taken place 
nd produce was very low.—Cotton was a drug; 
‘ules had been made at 8 to 9}ceats. Flour was 
telling at $5 25. 

« Upwards of two hundred thousand dollars in spe- 

. arrived at New Orleans on the 19th, from Tam- 
Pep and Metamoras. 
ut dates from Mobile are to the 22d. The 

“-alster” of that date says— 

Vou: Lil—B8ic. 9. 


ayeey -. . . 'one “¢ arainst them. 
ti2s2 objects, aud it is believed it will be zealously | OC draw against them 
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“The difficulties and distress attending every 
thing relating to money continue their pressure in 
this community with unabated severity.” The sales 
of cotton during the week ending on the 21st, are 
estimated at 1,59 bales, at 7a 13 cents, principally 
at $al0 cents; flour $3a8 75; corn 85 cents; lard 
9a1% cents, dull; sugar 6 cents; whiskey, common, 
38 cents. 

BOSTON. 

Business in Boston. The Atlas of the 19th inst. 
says: There have been during the last ten days 
five or six large failures in this city—all of them of 
houses esteemed two months since not only per- 
fee‘ly solvent, and abundantly able to meet all their 
enzagements, but removed from all apprehension 
of disaster, of credit undoubted and resources un- 
limited. 

The failure of these houses created much sur- 
prise—but we understand that most of them show 
a larze amount of property, which, in ordinary 
tines, wonld be amply competent to the payment 
of their debts, and leave them with a considerable 
surplus. 

NEW YORK. 
From the Courier and Enquirer of April 25. 

We are happy to have it in our power to an- 
nounce, that the canal commissioners, who are now 
in this city. have sold to our principal city banks 
the bonds of the state for the.loans authorised to b2 
raised for the comnletion of the Cienango, and the 
construction of the Black River and Genesee Val- 
vey canals—amonnting in all, to three millions three 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The state bonds will innediately b2 sent to 
Enzland and sold, and of course onr banks will at 
As no part of the money 
is immediately required by the state, and most of 
it will not b2 required for sone years, it follows, of 





course, that this arran rem ont is equivalent to a loin 
to onr banks of the credit of the state for $3,309,090. 
| The asnect of a fairs is decidedly brighterin Wall 
| street to-day, and if the exeentive would now repeal 
the specie circular, all would be well. 

Fron the New York American, April 25. 

One o’clock. Every thing looks brighter to-day. 
The siocks though they have risen a little, fail to 
indicate how much confidence is reviving. 

We have reason to think the banks will consent 
to the proposition detailed in another column, re- 
specting state stock, which is very important; and 
what is scarcely less so. the first wave of the re- 
turning flow of specie from the west reached us 
yesterday in the shape of fifly thousand dollars from 
Michigan. 

The tide once set this way, will flow till the equi- 
librium is restored. 

Courage then, and mutual aid, and generous con- 
fidence, and what may yet be saved, will be. 

From the N. Y. Jour.Commerce, April 25, 2 P. M. 

Country money. We are glad to learn that ar- 
rangements have been made by the proper officers; 
so that ample funds are provided for the redemption 
of country bank bills, at least all safety fund notes. 

The arrangement mentioned in our morning edi- 
tion respecting the state loan of three and a half 
millions, has been made with the banks. 

From the New York Post, April 25. 
Money market. 
Remarks. The stocks sold at the board this morn- 


an upward tendency. 


without some occurrence of the kind. 


frequent as heretofore, because if confidence is re- 
stored, men will be able to realize their securities. 
From the N. Y. Commercial, April 25. 


degree of pleasure that we have to record a consi- 


ington. 

Stocks have advanced this morning from one to 
forr and a half par cent. 
113, and left oiffat 117, which is an 





‘on the cash sales of yesterday. Delaware and Hud. | 


; not discount bad 


son advanced 34 per cent. Farmers’ Trust, 24.— 
The rail road stocks are up from 1 to 2, above the 
oem of yesterday. The western stocks are more 
irin. : 

From the N. Y. Express, April 25. 

**Tuesday,P. M. Weare rejoiced to witness a lit- 
tle brighter feeling in the money market. Stocks 
went up from one to four per cent. and there was 
quite a disposition to invest. The spirit of specn- 
lation is not extinct—the moment there is a chance 
to make a dollar, both capital and money appear to 
embrace it. The comptroller of the state is here, 
and has made an arrangeinent to sell to our banks 
about three millions of state stock on time;—this 
arrangement will help our banks and the public 
much, and has contributed to make things better. 

Stocks are all better to-day, from one to three 
per cent. United States bank sold for cash at 117, 
while on time there were no buyers at 113. This 
is owing to the fact that purchasers had to fulfil 
contracis. Bank stocks are heavy. Moneyed men 
are fearful of the bad debts they may make, and 
which may aifect dividends. Rail roads now en- 
joy greater confidence from the fact that they can- 
paper. Delaware and Hudson, 
the foot ball stock, which is quickest atiected, went 
up four per cent. advance. It is surprising to see, 
that whenever there is-the slightest chance for spe- 
culation, there is both dormant capital and disposi- 
tion to einbrace it.” 

The New York safety fund banks are selling at 
two per cent. discount in New York city; and it 
appears that the notes of some of those banks have 
been discredited by the safety fund banks in Albany. 





} 
i 
i 


‘daily the tolls received by them, and to pay the 


The following explanation of that fact is published 
in the Argus at the request of the comptroller. 
‘‘The canal tolls are deposited in certain banks, 


under an azgreeinent to receive from the collectors 


-amount thus collected in funds current at Atbany 
'on the 16th day of the month subsequent to that in 


‘which the tolls are received. When the banks in 
| Albany protest the drafts of their corresponding 
| banks in the country, and the drafts which were 
i given for the redemption of their bills are permitted 
'to lie over, (and this has been the case in three or 
four instances), the bills of such banks are not con- 
‘sidered ‘current and in good credit’ by the coinp- 
troller, and he eannot interfere and say that the de- 
posite bank shall receive such bills under the ex- 
isting agreement.” 

A bill has passed the N. York house of assembly, 
to a third readinz, by a vote of 66 to 24, providing 
that any safety fund bank, which shall refuse to 
receive at par in payment of debts due to it and 
payable at its counter, the bills of any other safety 
fund bank not insolvent, shall be deemed to have 
violated its charter. 

The proposition stated below has been agreed to 
by the New York banks, and with the news from 
England has had a favorable efiect upon the money 
inarket in New York. 

From the N. Y¥Y. American of the 25th inst. 

An important proposition, the result of a confer- 
ence between the officers of the state governinent, 
and the committee of merchants appointed at the 
meeting in the mayor’s office, is now under consi- 
deration with our city banks. 

It is that they should take at par the three million 
five hundred thousand dollars of five per cent. stoek 





ing at much improved rates, and every thing has, which the state is authorised to issue for the con- 
The news from Enzland | struction of the Genesee Valley and the Black Ri- 
yesterday had an auspicious effect in the money 'ver canals, and the completion of the Chenango ca- 
market. People wear smiling countenances, and | nal—and pay for it in instalments, as may be re- 
confidence seems about to be restored. No failures | quired for the works in question. 

reported yesterday, a circumstance worthy of note, | mig ' é 
as scarcely a day for the last month has gone by | or notes, and it would forin a safe and sure remit- 

In fine, we | tance to Europe. 
doubt much whether these stoppages will be so| banks would “ 


The banks might then sell this stock for money 


In this way, the capital of the 
augmented to the amount of the 
| stock taken, less some eleven or twelve hundred 
thonsand dollars of canal stocks, redeemable in Ju- 
ly next, which these banks would pay—their abili- 


Wall street—one o’clock. It is with no ordinary | ty te discount would be proportionably increased, 


and their specie would be guarded by this additional 


} 


derable improvement in the stock market—the re- | resource for foreign remittances. 
snit of yesterday’s intelligence by the George Wash- | 


MEETING IN NEW YORK. 
| From the Mercantile Advertiser of Wednesday. 
| Last evening the call fora meeting to take into 


United States openad at | consideration the present co nmercial distress, and 
advance of 4 ‘to devise measures for relief was responded to by 


one of the largest, the most respectable, and the 
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most orderly we have ever witnessed. No excite- 
ment or tumult was visible, in the large assembly 
which filled the hall completely, and a great num- 
ber were unable to procure entrance—a few mi- 
nutes before 8 o’clock, the meeting was called to 
order by Mr. Charles Kelsey, who nominated as 
president, Philip Hone, esq.; and Jas. W. Otis 
nominated the following gentlemen as vice presi- 
dents and secretaries, viz: 1 
Vice presidents 

Nathaniel Weed, Meigs D. Benjamin, 

Sheppard Knapp, George S. Robbins, 

Thomas Tileston, Charles Kelsey, 

Benjamin Loder, John Stevens. 
Oliver S. Strong, se stent 
Stephen Crocker, 3 oe ae aa 
After the meeting was declared organized, the 
president made a short and extremely pertinent 
address, which was listened to with great attention. 
He dwelt on the present distressed state of the 
times, and the necessity for action on the part of 
the merchants of New York, so deeply implicated 
by the ill advised measures of the administration. 
On the right of petition and remonstrance, inherit- 
ed from our fathers, and on the duty of the execu- 
tive to listen to it with respect and attention. He 
deprecated all excitement—all popular feeling—all 
connexion with party, and expressed his firm opi- 
nion, frown the respectability and intelligence of the 
assembly, that nothing of the kind would be at- 
tempted, and was louldiy cheered throughout. 

The preamble and resolutions inserted below 
were then moved by Simeon Draper, esq. in an 
appropriate speech. They were seconded by Mr. 
Bryan of the firm of Boyd, Hurd and Bryan, whe 
reviewed the causes of the present embarrassments 
in the commercial world, and earnestly deprecated 
all violent movements; they were then adopted. 

Wrere as the great commercial interests of our 
city have nearly reached a point of general ruin— 
our merchants driven from a state of prosperity to 
that of unprecedented difficulty and bankruptey— 
the business, activity and energy, which have here- 
tufure made us the polar star of the new world, is 
daily sinking and taking from us the fruits of years 
of industry—reducing the aged among us who but 
yesterday were sufficiently in affluence, to a state of 
comparative want; and blighting the prospects, and 
blasting the hopes of the young throughout our once 
prosperous land; we deem it our duty to express to 
the country our situation and desires, while yet 
there is time to retrace error, and secure those rights 
and perpetuate those principles which were be- 
queathed us by our fathers, and which we are bound 
to make every honorable effort to maintain. There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the wide spread disaster which 
has overtaken the commercial interests of the coun- 
try, and which threatens to produce general bank- 
ruptcy, may be in a great measure ascribed to the 
interference of the general government with the 
commercial and business operations of the country; 
its intermeddling with the currency; its destruction 
of the national bank; its attempt to substitute a 
metalic fur a credit currency; and finally, to the 
issuing by the president of the United States of the 
treasury order, known as the “specie circular.” 

Resolved, That while we would do nothing which 
might for a moment compromit our respect for the 
laws, we feel it incumbent upon us to remind the 


executive of the nation, that the government of 


the country as of late administered, has become the 
oppressor of the people, instead of affording them 
protection—that his perseverance in the experiment 
of his predecessor, (after the public voice, in every 
way in which that voice could be expressed, has 
clearly denounced it as ruinous to the best interests 


of the country), has already caused the ruin of 


thousands of merchants, thrown tens of thousands 
of mechanics and laborers out of employment, de- 


preciated the value of our great staple millions of 


dollars, destroyed the internal exchanges, and pros- 


trated the energies and blighted the prospects of 


the industrious and enterprising portion of our peo- 
ple; and must, if persevered in, not only produce 
starvation among the laboring classes, but inevita- 
bly lead to disturbances which may endanger the 
stability of our institutions themselves. 

Resolved, That a committee of not less than fifty, 
be appointed to repair to Washington, and remon- 


strate with the executive against the continuance of 


«the specie circular;” and in behalf of this meeting 
and in the name of the merchants of New York and 
the — of the United States, urge its immediate 
repeal. 

Resolved, That the same committee be and are 
hereby instructed also to ask that instructions be 
given to the collectors of the revenue in all the 
ports of the United States, not to commence suit 


order that congress may adopt such measures of re” 
lief'as they in their wisdom may deem necessary 
and proper. 


Resolved, That they be also instructed to urge 


upon the executive, the propriety of calling an ex- 
tra session of congress, at as early a day as possi- 
ble, in order that the representatives of the people, 
coming directly from their constituents, may de- 
vise suitable remedies for the unprecedented and 
alarming embarrassments of the country. 


Resolved, That merchants of Philadelphia, Bos- 


ton, Baltimore, and the commercial cities of the 
union, be respectfully requested to unite with us in 
our remonstrance and petition, and to use their ex- 
ertions, in connexion with us, to induce the execu- 
tive of the nation to listen to the voice of the peo- 
ple, and to recede from a measure under the evils of 
which we are now Jaboring, and which threatens to 
involve the whole country in ruin. 


Resoived, That on the return of our committee 
from Washington, it shall be their duty immediate- 


ly to call a general meeting of the citizens, and re- 
port to them the result of their mission. 


The foliowing gentlemen, with tle president, 
vice president and secretaries, constitute the com- 
mittee under the third resolution, which committee 


was to meet at Delrnonicho’s cotiee house on Wed- 
nesday evening, for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments more eiiectualiy to accomplish the objects of 
their appointment. 


Nathaniel Weed, David N. Lord, Chandler Starr, 


O. T. Hewlet, Thomas C. Doremus, Thos. Denny, 
Isaac S. Hone, Geo. S. Robbins, Edward S. Gould, 
A. B. McAlpin, Elisha Lewis, R. C. Wetmore, 
Wm. A. Lawrence, Charles A. Russell, Seth Gros- 
venor, Wim: Adee, J. W. Otis, Wm. Herring, S. B. 
Hamilton, Geo. Satteriee, J. D. Steele, John Purdy, 
John D. Phenix, Edward G. Faile, J. Penfold, Alfred 
Mount, Robert Hyslop, Caleb Barstow, J. W. Lea- 
vitt Jas. J. Van Ailen, Frederick Sheldon, Simeon 
Draper Courtlandt Palmer, Jas. Hall, Wim. F. Lee, 


Shepard Knapp, Stewart C. Marsh, Henry H. EI- 


liott, Henry Laverty, Elisha Riggs ,Henry Parish, 
G. P. Disosway, Samuel H. 


oster, Richard T. 
Haines, D. A. Comstock, Abijah Fisher, Daniel S. 
Miller, Russel Dart, Ralph Mead, Simeon Baldwin, 
R. RK. Lansing, George $8. Doughty, William Bar- 
ton, Edward Field, Ezra C. Reed. 

The New York Amercan says the meeting was 
a remarkable one for the vast numbers assembled— 
the entire decorum of the proceedings—and espe- 
cially for the deep tho’ subdued and restrained ex- 
citement which evidently pervaded the mighty 
mass. It was a spectacle that could not be looked 
upon without emotion, that of many thousand men, 
trembling as it were on the brink of ruin, owing to 
the measures, as they verily believe, of their own 
government, which should be their friend instead 
of their oppressor—and yet meeting with delibera- 


wrongs, and the causes thereof, adopting such reso- 
lutions as were deemed judicious, and then quietly 
separating to abide the result of their firm but re- 
spectful remonstrances. 

But it is proper and fit to say that this modera- 
tion must not be mistaken for pusillanimity, nor be 
trifled with, as tho’ it could not by any aggravation 
of wrong, be moved from its propriety. No man 
accustomed, from the expression of the counte- 
nance, to translate the emotions of the heart, could 
have looked upon the faces and the bearing of the 
multitude assembled last evening, and not have 
felt, that there were fires smouldering there, which 
a single spark might cause to burst into flame. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

From the Philadelphia U. S. Gazette, April 26. 

Good news. ‘The news which we publish from 
England this morning, is of the highest importance; 


our merchants, before nine o’clock yesterday, and 
in the transaction of their business before noon. 
An eye of anxious watchfulness has been kept open 


have been commenced, between the merchants and 
the bank of England. On that negotiation, seemed 
to hang the fate of many of those connected with 
the American trade—and of consequence the mer- 


result of the treaty. The arrangements now an- 
nounced, seem to be such as warrant a ccenfidence 


attempt to lessen existing troubles. 





uzon any bonds which may lie over for non-pay- | 
ment, unti] after the first day of January next, in| we ma 


events—and if the unpleasant news from New Or- 





not see that serious events can result from tha 
ter, as the acceptance in England have bee 
upon actual shipments of cotton—which n, 


for nearly, if not quite, the amount drawn againg 
it. 


the news is of the most cheering kind—anq } 
may congratulate the mercantile community 
a bright opening of the horizon, which has jj 
lowered with heavy clouds. 


with us. The news from New York and Ney Oy 
leans had been for some days previous, of a 1, 
arty tle se character, and the moneta 
zon wore a dark gloomy and cheerless aspect: ty, 
to what quarter we might, nothing bright could, 
seen, and accordingly every face on ’change 
elsewhere was most dolefully elongated. Yeste, 
day morning however, there came a bright bean , 
favorable breeze, from the east, which produced , 
most surprising and animating change; the ney, 
from Europe, which we circulated extensiyg| 
through the city by an extra, had a most exhilip, 
ting effect, the order which was passed some days 
since, forbidding any one to laugh while on chang, 
was immediately rescinded, men shook hands with 
their wonted good will, fists that had been close 
with a cairuiive srip for weeks, were Opened 
and several inquiries were actually made if ther 
were any notes to be had in the market, at one ayj 
a half per cent. a month. 


cial community at New Orleans is altogether in, 
complete state of bankruptcy or suspension. Teng 
twelve first rate houses, and forty or fifty more e. 
tablishments of the second order, have stopped pay. 
ment since the failure of the Hermanns—the |i: 
bilities of all of them amounting to millions and 


become insolvent or suspended payment—there be. 
ing now but four or five large commission estab. 
lishments left, as the pillars of the once prosperous 


tion and calmness, listening to a narrative of their 


and its effects were manifest in the countenances of 


for the packets from Liverpool—to catch the first 
intimations of the result of negotiations, known to 


chants of this country, having business connections | 
in England, were scarcely Jess interested in the_ 





in the promises of improvement. The evils appre- | 
hended are not to arrive—and consequently more | 
attention and greater means can be afforded to the 
The present 
sufferings of business nen have owed part of their 
extent, of course, to the apprehension of futnre 





leans, does not create another panic in England, | 
y hope that the worst has passed—and we do: 


a 
t quay 


ust el] 


So far then as these English accommoiationg , 


» UDoy 
herty 


From the Philadelphia Herald, April 2¢. 
An agreeable change. Monday was a biue 4, 


TOst 
TY hor. 


NEW ORLEANS. 
Correspondence of the Courier ard Enquire;, 
New Orleans, /pril 16, 1887, 
It can no longer be concealed that the comme. 


millions. One-fourth of our bank directors have 


commerce of this city. Merebants have no cop. 
fidence in each other, and banks distrust their r- 
vals. 

The fire—if I may call it so—which is now rag. 
ing in our mercantile community will not slacken 
so Jong as there is fuel to feedit. That this wil 
soon become exhausted there is no question; for 
the largest houses remaining are now threatened 
with destruction. None need look for relief. The 
daily meetings of the banks in secret have nore 
ference to the wants of the community, as some 
suppose but are consultations where measures at 
devised for their own personal safety. Indeed, but 
little dependence or confidence is now placed it 
them by those in the least acquainted with ther 
movements. From five to six per cent. a monil 
is required to negotiate the best paper, domestic ot 
foreign, and a substantial guaranty is deranded la 
the ultimate payment for the sum; because protett 
ed bills to a large amount are received from various 
quarters by every mail. In one word, excitemet!, 
anxiety, terror, panic, pervades all classes avi 
ranks, and saure gui pevt! seems now to be the ¢r 
der of the day. The liabilities of the cotton factor 
and buyers are commensurate with the exports of 
the city—say seventy-five millions; including the 
responsibilities of the cotton planters, the amcutl 
may be one hundred millions. But, taking in 
consideration the amount due on land or r-l estate 
speculations, the actual indebtedness of N. Crleans 
may be estimated at one hundred and eighty mil 
lions? From what sources can this amount 
presently produced? It is not for me to say. 
beg you to believe that the above sketch of the state 
of affairs at New Orleans is not exaggerated, aud 
that really all is darkness, doubt, and despair. 

Yesterday (Saturday) fresh failures and suspe™ 
sions were reported in the commercial einer 
though none of the same class as the Dick or ™ 
“hin whose stoppage I announced to you in ¥) 
ast. 

Business has entirely ceased, if we except the 
grocers, tavern keepers and market people—for oul 
citizens must eat and drink even in these distres’ 
ing times, which. begin to affect the theatres _ 
other places of amusement, usually so well atte? 
ed. os 
The last accounts received from Upper oat 
ana and Mississippi are equally distressing; ' 


. 4 0 
agricultural and commercial classes there se¢™, 


° é > ‘ . . ¢, 
be in a kind of anarchie financiere, terror, pa" 


znd anxiety being also the order of the day amon 
I close my letter, expressit 
my deep regret on the little hepe left of a bet 


all classes of people. 


state of things at New Orleans this year. 
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“The following resolutions were adopted at the 
fe meeting of the directors of the Louisiana State 
par isiand Staie bank, N. Orleans, April 13, 1837. 
Xt a meeting of the board of directors held this 
say, the following resolutions were unanimously 
jopted: ' 
gore That the discounts of this bank shall 
, jncreased on each discount day 10 per cent. over 
nq apove its income or the amount falling due, 


vovided that the whole amount under discount 


nal! never exceed the limits prescribed by the act | 
u 


¢jncorporation; and that this increase of discount 
o assigned to the customers of the bank. * 

Resolved, That persons dealing with this bank 
hall be entitled to renew their respective notes 
sith the same names, or others equivalent thereto, 
yn the following terus: 

For 60 days on the payment of one-tenth, 4 
nonths on the payment of one-fifth, the board re- 
orving the right to require additional security 
yhenever they may deem proper, 

Resolved, That nothing contained in the preced- 
nz resolutions shall be construed as in apy man- 
er changing the course lieretofore pursued by the 
bank in its operations. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions shall 
omain in force until the first of December next, 
py rule to the contrary notwitstanding. 

Ricuarp Re tr, cashier. 


We have on file, and will publish in the next “Rr- 
sper,” a large number of articles, from adminis- 
ration and anti-administration prints, on the causes 
nid effects of the present pressure in the money 
varket. In the meantime, however, we give place 
o the following articles—the first showing the de- 
rreo of excitement which prevailed in New York, 


Mid the retaliatory measures proposed, which, for- 


unately, were not adopted by the commercial com- 
nauity—The last, the grounds upon which the 
-onduct of the administration is defended, and the 
lezed causes of the present condition of things. 


From the N. Y. Courier & Enquirer. 


We would prt it directly to each and all of our’ 


readers, whether it becomes this great people, qui- 
tly and tamely to submit to any and every degree 


So! lawless oppression which their rulers may inflict, 


pierely because resis‘ance may involve us in trou- 
pie and expose those who resist, to censure? We 
bre Very certain their reply will be, “No, but at 
‘hat point is ‘resistance to commence?’—is not the 
vil of resistance greater ‘than the evil of submis- 
ion?’ We answer promptly, that resistance on 
he partofa free people, if they would preserve 
heir freedom, should always commence whenever 
tis made plain and palpable that there has been a 
eliberate violation of their rights; and whatever 
emporary evils may resuit from such resistance, it 
an never be so great or so dangerous to cur insti- 
uuons, as a blind submission to a most manifest act 
| oppression and tyranny. 
_And now, we would ask of all—what shadow of 
ights, what plea of expediency, what constitution- 
al or legal justification can Martin VAN Buren 
buer to the peonle of the United States, for having 
ronght upon them all their present difficulties by a 
ontinuance of the specie circular, after two-thirds of 
leir representatives had deciared their solemn con- 
ictions that it was injurious to the country and 
hould be repealed? Most assuredly, none, and we 
? Most assuredly, e, 
nhesitatingly say, that it is a more high handed 
pleasure of tyranny than that which cost Chrrles 
he Ist his crown and his head—more illegal and 
sliconstitutional than the act of the British minis- 
'y which-caused the patriots of the revolution to 
earey the tea in the harbor of Boston—and one 
vaich calls more loudly for resistance than any act 
‘Great Britain which led to the Declaration of In- 
ependence, 


We are fully aware of the censure which some 
rt bestow upon this language; we are conscious of 
omhi, which it will excite in the breasts of 
le wing demazognes and the miserable depen- 
“its upon the smiles and sunshine of the execu- 


ve favor, But what if they do censure? What if 


ow a@ . 
“ley do denounce and stizmatize all who dare bold- 


Didecr their honestly _entertained sentiments?— 
vate on ToRtes of 1776, censure and contemn 
lana, Veo, cared more for the liberty and indepen- 
‘Nee of the country, than they FEARED either the 


“iSures or the favors of the slaves of power?— 
wk riley, from attempting humbly to fotlow in 
a (00 steps of those whose patriotic acts should 

“ver be beacon stars by which their descendants 
rtele regulate their conduct? Let those who en- 
~@n such opinions BEwArE—the people of this 
*¥Y have borne, and will bear much zaore than 


And shall we be frightened by the frowns of the | 


the power to mght themselves, whenever they 
choose to exercise it; but there is a point beyond 
which submission becomes DEGRADATION; and we 
openly, fearlessly proclaim it—to that point have we 
at this time arrived! 

Yes, fellow citizens, the executive of this nation is 
waging a war upon your interests and against the 
happiness, the prosperity, and the honor of the 
American people, which calls upen you to resist. 
And how? By arcsort to arms? .No. But let every 


the other seaports of the union, unitedly, firmly and 
solemnly resolve, that, they will not hereafter pay 
any bonds, until the president ceases his oppres- 
sion, and then let them threw themselves upon 
public opinion to justify and sustain them. It will 
do so triumphantly; each and every citizen, who 
has any thing at stake in the country, will feel that 
|those who adopt this course are fighting their bat- 
tles; and surely we need not say, that they will be 
true to themselves and to those who thus throw 
themselves in the breach. 

It may be said that this would be a bold measure. 
We admit it. We admit that under a different 
form of government it would be revolutionary. But 
what other remedy have we? May an executive 
do what he pleases, and must we always submit 
because the only remedy savors of boldness or of 
revolution? Such was not the doctrine of °7@—such 
is not the theory of our government—such is not 
our understanding of the nature of our allegiance to 
| that government. 

We call then upon our merchants serionsly to 
entertain this suggestion; and if they have any 
‘doubt of its propriety, let them call a publie meet- 
ing in relation to it, and ask the people of this city 
| whether they will sustain them, and whether they 

will permif summary process against them for thus 
iresisting tyranny and oppression. Let the mer- 
‘chants of Philadelphia, Boston and Baltimore, at 
| the same time pursue a similar course, and we ven- 
|ture to predict that not only will they be sustained 





| 





; 


_by the people at large, but receive the grateful , 


!thanks of every honest man in the United States. 
is 


From the Richmond Enquirer. 


those spasms to which the United States seem to 


‘be periodically exposed. Mr. Gouge has noted | 


these various eras in his admirable book on the 
banking system. The convulsion was tremendous 
in 1819, and nothing so eszeniiaily contributed to 
its production, as the bank of the United States, by 
its sudden contraction succeeding to its enormous 
‘expansions. The year 1825 wiinessed another of 
|these phenomena in the commercial world. The 
|present crisis was foretold last year. 
| merchants and others who could read the signs in 


| the heavens, saw then the lowering cloud, and pre- ; 


dicted the tempest which has burst upon us. A 
wild range for speculation seems to have affected 
|almost every portion of the country, and almost 
}every species of property. There has been a gene- 
ral over-dealing and over-banking. The states 
would not take warning by the events which had 
succeeded the dissolution of the old bank of the 
United States; but, they have gone on establishing 
various bank inatitutiens, and among them the bank 
of the United States itself, with its enormous capi- 
tal of thirty-five millions. The whole banking 
capital. its circulation, discounts and debts, have 
swelled to an alarming amount. 
of foreign goods have been immense, so our own 
merchants have fallen considerably in debt to fo- 
reign merchants, while the very productions with 
which these debts were to be discharged have asto- 
nishingly depreciated in their value. Our great 
staples have felt the shock. ‘Tobacco has fallen be- 
yond all calculation. Cotton is down from seventeen 
to ten cents per pound. Instead of exporting any 
breadstuffs, we have been compelled by the scanti- 
ness of our harvests to draw upon the granaries of 
Europe. Where one link in the chain of connexion 
suffers, the others are also affected. The northern 
merchant who imports the goods; the western mer- 
chant is to pay him; the planters of Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama, &c. who pay the mer- 
chants of the interior, all suffer from the fall of the 
staple articles of the west. 

Then, again, the factors of New Orleans, Mo- 


funds to purchase sometimes their land, and some- 
times their laborers, and sometimes advance on the 
very cotton which is not planted, cannot obtain re- 
‘imbursement from the cotton which is shipped.— 
‘The sinvle article of labor has involved seme of the 
| planters in heavy debts. In Alabama, for instance, 
ithe amount is stated to be immense; as we may 
jndge from the report which was presented to an 
adjourned meeting of the citizens of Mobile, on 





IMPORTING MERCHANT in this great city and in all | 


The distress. « We are now in the inidst of one of | 


Intelligent | 


The importations | 


bile, &c. who make advances to the planters of| 


their fathers did, because they reEt that they have ! the 5th instant, by Mr. Gwathmey, from their com- 


| mittee. 
* ~ * * « 

The unprecedented sums, too, which have been 
invested in the purchase of the public lands during 
the last year—the 24,000,000 which were paid 
down to the government, much of which was bor- 
rowed by the speculators, and almost all of it now 





| locked up in lands which are not cultivated, and can- 


not be sold without a sacrifice, account in a gicat 
| degree for the pressure which prevails in the west. 
It is in vain’ to attempt to shift the burden of 
‘blame from others to the administration of the 
United States. Was it gen. Jackson who establish- 
ed all these banks in the states? Did he not warn 
| US against their multiplication? Did he not enforce, 
In prophetic terms, the necessity of gradually re- 
cucing the operations of the state banks, of abolish- 
ing the small notes, and of mixing in the gencral 
circulation of the country a large and larger portion 
|of gold and silver, “the constitutional currency of 
the country?” Was it he who established at one 
coup de main the thirty five million hank of Penn- 
sylvania? Besides, the distresses of the times are 
not confined to the United States. They prevail 
in as alarming a degree, almost, in England, as 
they do in the United States. They have extended 
also to France. .Is general Jackson, or Mr. Van 
Buren, to be held responsible for this general pres- 
sure? 

Again: the whigs are clamoring heavily against 
the treasury circular, as the cause of our present 
distresses. We appeal to every candid man now 
to say whether he does not believe, now that he !:as 
seen the enormous speculations that have becn 
made in the public lands—now that he sees in what 
species of circulating medium the publie Isnds 
were paid for in April and July last—that the spirit 
of speculation would have taken a wider sweep, 
and the people plunged into heavier debts, but for 
the treasury circular, which was issued on the 11th 
\of July last. Let us be as anxious as we may for 
substituting the treasury circular by Mr. Rives’ 
currency bill, it seems impossible, with the lights 
| now before us, with the present distresses glaring 
|in our view, to resist the conviction that the trea- 
sury circular has contributed to circumseribe the 
evil. Itis idle to conjure up this cireular as the 
cause of our distresses. For much good, or much 
ill, it seems now to be comparatively indifierent. 
The speculation in public lands has considerably 
abated, from the necessities of the people. Fewer 
| purchases would be made—and indeed we @o not 
'see why any new lands should be thrown into mar- 
'ket—and we venture to say that, if the circular 
| were now altogether rescinded. and the whigs were 
stripped of all the political clamor which it fur- 
nishes them with the pretext for preducing, they 
would soon see bow much they have complained in 
vain. Therescission might arrest their clamor, but 
certainly not the serious embarrassments of the 
country. We have our doubts about the policy of 
retaining the circular. We honestly doubt whether 
it is now calculated to arrest our distresses, or to 
expedite their cure. We are not disposed to dog- 
matize upon this point. We know that men of 
the best heads and purest hearts conscientiously 
differ about it. It seems to us that itis now com- 
paratively of little efficacy. either for good or for 
‘evil, in a commercial or financial point of view, 
‘while in its political operations it is injurions. It 
seems also to have been condemned by nearly nine- 
tenths of one branch of congress, and near three- 
fourths of the other. We are disposed to think that 
‘some of the papers magnify the effect it may now 
have in retaining the specie in the country, and 
that it may be best upon the whole to modify it in 
such a way as to protect the treasury against the 
receipt of the notes of doubtful banks, both for 
lands and customs. The very change might seem 
| to abate the overweening panic, and point the peo- 
| ple to the true causes of the pressure. When they 
see that it is not the treasury circular v. hich causes 
| all these embarrassments, they will the sooner make 
up their minds about the causes, and more readily 
look out for the true remedies. But we cannot 
now entertain any doubt abort the signal benefits 
| which it has produced during the last year. 














LFTTER FROM GENERAL JACKSUN. We find 
the following letter from reneral Jackson in a late 
number of the Nashville Union. 

To the editor ef the Union: 

Sir: You will oblige me by giving the enclosed a 
place in the next number of your paper. Your 
obedient servant, ANITREW JACKSON. 

April 4, 1837. 





| 
| 
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To the public. 
My attention having beer drawn hy a friend to 


' certain comments in the Nashville Republicaa and 
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in the Whig and Banner, upon what purports to be 
“extracts from the journal of the select committee of 
the house of representatives to investigate the exe- 
cutive departments,” &c. &c. among which is the 
testimony in part of judge White—I beg leave to 
state to the public, that in due time, when I receive 
the journal of these proceedings, and as soon as the 
state of my health permits, I shall expose the injus- 
tice done me by judge White, and those he has used 
to excuse his attempt to connect my name with dis- 
honorable overtures, in the political contest which 
has resulted in the election of Mr. Van Buren to the 
presidency. 

It is due to myself now to state that I never had 
or held but one conversation with Mr. Orville Brad- 
ley on the subject of the late election, and this was 
in my own carriage,on my way from the Hermitage 
to Washington, in the fall of 1834, in company with 
major A. J. Donelson and Mr. Lewis Randolph.— 
He fell in with us on the way, on horseback. We 
were going to halt for the night at his father’s. It 
was a hot day, and I invited him to take a seat in 
my carriage. He accepted the invitation about 
seven miles from his father’s, and rode with us, my 
boy riding his horse. The conversation originated 


in a statement made by me, coming from that good | 


old staunch republican, governor Blount, of a cau- 
cus of the members of the convention then sitting 
at Nashville, attempted to be gotten up by John 
Bell and others, with the view of nominating judge 
White for the presidency, in opposition to any 
nomination which the great body of the republican 
arty might make at the convention, proposed to 
* held at Baltimore. This project gov. Blount 
informed me, he opposed as the friend of judge 
White, believing that is was designed to promote 
the views of the whigs and nullifiers. No comment 
of mine upon this statement, disclosed or conveyed 
any other sentiment than that of concurrence in the 
wisdoin of the counsel which gov. Blount had 
riven. 
, As I shall, however, notice this conversation more 
particularly hereafter, it is only necessary for me 
to add here, that the statement made by Mr. Brad- 
ley, as appended to the testimony of judge White, 
before the committee, of a proposition of mine, to 
run Mr. Van Buren for the presidency and judge 
White for the vice presidency, ts utlerly false. No 
such proposition was ever made by me to him, or 
to any one else; nor was there any pretext furnish- 
ed in any part of that conversation, for the tissue of 
misrepresentation and false coloring which charac- 
terises the whole of Mr. Bradley’s narrative on this 
subject. ANDREW JACKSON. 


ee 


Straits oF Moen. The following notice has 
just been received at the prpercnete of state, from 
the Russian legation at Washington: 

Translation. 

The hydrographic bureau of the imperial depart- 
ment of the marine hereby announces, that in order 
to point out to navigators the bar at the entrance of 
the straits of Moen, (or Moensund), near the gulf 
of Riga; a tower of stone, with a globe fixed on the 
summit, has been erected on the north east point of 
Paternoster island. This tower is forty-two feet in 
height, above the ground, and filty-three feet above 
the level of the sea; it is painted bright red, and is 
situated in 50° 53\ north latitude, and 20° 31 longi- 
tude east of Greenwich. 





LABORING CLASS IN Europe. The following 
interesting article from the North American Re- 
view for October, gives a glowing description of 
the condition of the laboring classes in Europe in 
regard to therate of wages, the burden of taxation, 
the means of subsistence, the facilities of education, 
and the share, if any, which these classes have in 
the government. It ought to inspire every citizen 
of this free and happy republic to guard with con- 
stant vigilance against any encroachments on the 
institutions which guarantee to us the blessings 
which our brethren beyond the seas ‘are destitute 
of. [N. Y. Express. 


In Norway the ordinary food of the peasantry is 
bread and gruel, both prepared of oatmeal, with an 
occasional mixture of dried fish. Meat is a luxury 
which they rarely enjoy. ; 

In Sweden the dress of the peasantry is prescrib- 
ed by law. Their food consists of hard bread, dried 
fish, and gruel without meat. 

In Denmark the peasantry are still held in bon- 
dage, and are bought and sold together with the 
land on which they labor. 

In Russia the bondage of the peasantry is even 
more complete than it is in Denmark. The nobles 
own all the land in the empire, and the peasantry 
who reside upon it are transferred with the estate. 

A great majority have only: cottages, one portion 
of which is occupied by the family, while the other 


is appropriated to domestic animals. Few, if any, 
have beds—but sleep upon bare boards, or upon 
parts of the immense stoves by which their houses 
are warmed. Their food consists of black bread, 
cabbage and other vegetables, without the addition 
of any butter. 

In Poland the nobles are the proprietors of the 
land, and the peasants are slaves. A recent travel- 
ler says, ‘I have travelled in every direction and 
hever saw a wheaten loaf to the eastward of the 
Rhine, in any part of northern Germany, Poland or 
Denmark.” The common food of the peasantry of 


Poland, “the working men,” is cabbage and pota- 
toes, sometimes, but not generally, peak black 


bread and soup, or rather gruel, without the addi- 
tion of butter or meat. 

In Austria the nobles are the proprietors of the 
land, and the peasants are compelled to work for 
their masters every day except Sunday. The 
cultivators of the soil are in a state of bondage. 

In Hungary their state is if possible still worse. 
The nobles own the land, do not work, and pay no 
taxes. The laboring classes are obliged to repair 
all highways and bridges, are liable at all times to 
have soldiers quartered upon them, and are compel- 
led to pay one-tenth of all the produce of their labor 
to the church, and one-ninth to the lord whose land 
they occupy. 

Of the people of France, seven and a half mil- 
lions do not eat wheat or wheaten bread. They 
live upon barley, rye, buckwheat, chesnuts and a 
few potatoes. 

The common wages of a hired laborer in France, 
is $37 40 for a man, and $18 75 for a woman annu- 
ally. The taxes upon them are equal to one-fifth 
of its net product. 

In 1771, there were 700,000 houses in Ireland. 
Of these 113,000 were occupied by paupers—and 
more than 500,000 had no orth The average 
wages of a laborer is from nine and a half to eleven 
cents a day. 

Among the laboring classes of the industrious 
Scotch, meat, except on Sunday, is rarely used. 

In England the price of labor varies; the Notting- 
ham stocking weavers, as stated by them in a pub- 
lic address, after working from fourteen to sixteen 
hours a day, only earn from four to five shillings a 
week, and were obliged to subsist on bread and 
water, or potatoes and salt. 





THE BANK OF ENGLAND AND THE AME- 
RICAN MERCHANTS. 
From the London Courier. 

After a period of great difficulty and anxiety, the 
important negotiation on foot between certain 
houses engaged in the American trade and the bank 
of England have been brought, for the present at 
least, to what may be considered a satisfactory ter- 
mination. ‘The bank was naturally and on princi- 
ple most reluctant to interfere; and nothing but a 
deep conviction of the extensively ruinous conse- 
quences that would have resulted to the public in- 
terests, had she left the establishments in question to 
extricate themselves as they best might from their 
embarrassments, could have induced her to admit 
them under her egis. Butunder the actual circum- 
stances of the case, the bank has acted wisely, as 
well as boldly, in throwing herself into the breach. 

Our readers, unless they be pretty familiar with 
the subject, or have very excited imaginations, will 
not easily form any just idea of the vast magnitude 


of the engagements of the houses in question, and of | 4 


their ramifications. Their stoppage would have 
given a shock to the commercial and manufacturing 
interests of the country that would have convulsed 
them to their very centre, and from which they 
would have been a long while recovering. The 
bank, however, by taking the paper of the houses 
in question, and providing for the gradual and etiec- 
tual diminution of their engagements, will restore 
that confidence which had almost entirely disap- 
peared; while the guaranty which she has obtained 
from those directly and indirectly interested will, 
there is every reason to think, secure her against ul- 
timate loss. 

It was strongly objected to any interference on 
the part of the bank, that the increased issue it would 
most likely occasion might depress the exchange, 
or would, at all events, hinder its rise and the conse- 
quent influx of bullion to the bank. In an ordinary 
case, this objection would have been conclusive. 
But at presentit is pretty certain that no increase of 
issue that can be required will have any sensible in- 
fluence in the way supposed. The discredit in the 
manufacturing and other districts has recently been 
so extreme, that a vacuum has been created, more 
than sufficient to absorb a large increase of notes, 
without allowing it to influence the exchange. 

_ Nothing, however, it must be conceded, but the 
urgency of the case, would have excused the pre- 





ly on public grounds. The bank was no pay, 


yconsiderate regard, but in her present situa 





ae 


were aware of this, and they have proceeded e,, 


and was unacquainted with, the Circuinst;p,,. 
nev. which the parties referred to have heoall 
volved in difficulties. They only applied ty be 
the eleventh hour; and if she has stepped Aes 
the strict line of duty to bolster them up, the Ra, 
quence to the public of a refusal on her part ot 
be herexcuse. Messrs. A, B, and C had 10 cls 
on the bank. No doubt they were entitled toh 
f 

thing would have justified her in undertaking. 
siderable additional responsibilities, short of 
averting of an impending public calamity, Thi 
the bank has done, and, much as we deprecate ; 
departures on her part from the line pointed out 

an adherence to principle, we believe that, jp th 
instance, she was fully justified in swerving from 
and that her conduct has entitled her to the pub 
thanks. 


It is due to the houses engaged in the A meriey 
trade, whose difficulties have brought on the py 
sent crisis, to state that, in so far as our informatio 
extends, nothing can be alleged against them g, 
cept the improvident extension of their engay 
ments beyond all reasonable proportion as Compan 
ed with their capitals. The latter, too, fo; the 
most part sufficiently ample to have enabled the, 
to carry on large and secure business. But jy 
their headlong career they overshot the mark y 
much as to come latterly to depend wholly on di, 
counts, and to be entirely at the mercy of them, 
ney-dealers. 


The latter, in fact, are the principal culprits jy 
this affair. The little wisdom required to condyg 
political matters has become proverbial; but truly 
if we look at the recent proceedings of our mong 
dealers, we shall have the greatest difficulty in dis 
covering any trace whatever of any thing save ty 
merest folly and infatuation. They may be expey 
calculators of interest and cemmission, but op 
should think that that is about all that can be sai 
of them in the way of eulogy. 


From the Morning Chronicle of March 22. 
Every measure adopted by the bank of Englani 
in regard to commercial matters, is naturally wate 
ed with the greatest anxiety at this critical perios 
but as every thing connected with that establish. 
ment is involved in so much inystery, it is atal 
times exiremely difficult to arrive at the truth 


by certain parties connected with the trade, iti 
stated by those who have the best means of obtain 
ing correct information, that the bank has engage 
to advance the sum required, about £500,000, 
the same conditions as were imposed on thos 
houses in the same business, who obtained loanst 
the beginning of the month, namely, that perso 
in the city of undoubted means should become cd: 
lateral security; but whether this has been com: 
plied with, does not appear. Nothing but the mos 
pressing embarrassments could induce any fim 
to accede to such terms; but no blame can attad 
to the bank for securing themselves against los 
for, however well acquainted the directors may» 
with the immediate stability of any hvuuse, ani 
however high they may esteem them, they canntl 
possibly know whether their employers in the dit 
ferent states of America are justified in entenm 
into large speculations; and. the state of thingsr 
uires that every caution should be taken. Mat 
than one of the leading houses in this trade has nov 
upwards of £3,000,000 acceptances in circulatio" 
and this eyen is a contraction of their liabilitie 
In November last, the acceptances of the firms 
the American trade at Liverpool and in Lond 
amounted to about £ 20,000,000, but they are 10 
reduced to about £12,600,000, and this has to} 
borne by about six or seven houses; for althouf! 
there are, of course, many more engaged in cof 
merce with America, the others are comparative) 
of unimportance. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
From Paris and Havre papers of the 17th and fr 
London to the 23d and Liverpool to 24th ull. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The advices from England chiefly relate to the 
condition of the money market, and will be fol 
above. 

FRANCE. 

Paris continues rife with plots and rumors @ 
plots, and fresh arrests are made almost daily. 
persecution of the press continues. 
the Charivari was prosecuted for a caricature of! 


king, representing his majesty as a beggar ™ 
soliciting a donation of a million of francs, * 
portion for his daughter, the queen of the Belgia!® 


The jury looked at the caricature, laughed, 





sent action on the part of the bank. The directors. 
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Respecting the recent applications for assistance [i 
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acquitted the defendant. The count de Lastrang* 
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president of the council, that the domain of Ram- 

pPoulllet isto remain included in the grant, and that 

the rest of the 590,009 per annum is to be supplied 
y af annuity from the state. 
SPAIN. 

The English journals contains an official despatch 

rom gen. Evans to count Luchana, dated St. Se- 


and and will visit the principal towns of the kinz- 
peon. They are to be acco;npanied by the young 


)s'anting an appanage to the duke de Nemours has 
P'nderzone some modifications, in concert with the 
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itor of the Quotidenne, has been sentenced to two 
th’s imprisonment, anda fine of two thousand 
as for advocating the justice of the protest of 
" officers of the 62d regiment. A morning con- 
, commenting upon this presnesvin: 
“a the following important fact: “Between the 
| of August, 1830, an the Ist of October, 1834, 
e Paris press was subjected to not fewer than five 
wndred and twenty prosecutions, one hundred and 
shty-eight of which proved successful. The to- 
7 amount of penalties awarded to political writers 
the French capital was 106 years and a half of 
arceration! and four hundred and eleven thou- 
nd and five francs in the shape of fines!—not to 
ention the preliminary seizure of all the copies of 
e five hundred and twenty guilty or not guilty 
blications.”” We defy Europe to furnish in the 
me period, proofs of domestic tyranny which will 
qué this. 
on Saturday a trial of strength took place be- 
een ministers and the opposition. Although of 
ot much importance, it was still a trial of strength. 
member was to be chosen in place of M. Martin 
+ the tobacco commission. The ministerialists 
oposed Laplagne, the opposition Gouin; the for- 
er had 106 votes, the latter 145. 
The marriage of the duke of Orleans with the 
rincess of Mecklenburg-Schwerin is said to be 
finitely arranged. The princess is 24 years of 
e, and niece of the emperor of Russia. The 
arriage has been brought about by Prussia, and 
as received the sanction of the holy alliance. 
Reports were in circulation in Paris unfavorable 
the daration of the ministry—but it is said the 
ninisters were reconciled. 
The Courier Francais presents some considera- 
ons on the present commercial crisis. The num- 
er of failures in Paris since the commencement 
f 1337 has been four times as great as during the 
orresponding period of Jast year. The markets 
or the sale of provisions are glutted—purchasers 
re scarce in the great provision marts of Sceaux 
ud Poissy. Yet the mania for speculation, which 
as proved so injurious in England and Ameriea, 
Bad not made its appearance among us. The har- 
est has been abundant. The real cause of this | 
istress must be sought for in the moral position of | 
he country and in the want of confidence and pub- 
ic security. The same torpor which government 
ad sought to instil into the minds of men has com- 
unicated itself to their physical energies; ani the 
naterial world has re-echoed and produced the 
entinent which pervades the political system.— 
loom and despondency have hence insinuated | 


hemselves throughout the whole frame work of 
ociety. | 

Money was scarce, and the bank of France had 
oaned to the merchants and traders, 6,000,000 francs | 
Dn business notes. 

Great distrust prevails among the depositors in | 
he savings institutions in all the departments of | 
rance, and vast sums have been withdrawn from | 
heir custody. In Paris the savings banks in one day | 
ad 1,475,000 franes withdrawn and only 337,517 
placed on deposite. 

The silk trade is in a state of great stagnation at 
yons, and thousands of persons were without em- 
ployment. The mayor of that city had visited Paris 
and urged the goverinent to einploy the sufferers on 
he public works. 

According to the Journal de Paris, the dukes of 
Vrleans and Nemours are on the point of proceed- 
ng to London, on the invitation of the king of Ii:ng- 








prinees, their brothers. Before they cross the chan- 
el, their royal highness will make a short stay at 
brussels with their sister, the queen of the Belgians, 
ho isin an advanced state of pregnancy. They 
rill afterwards embark at Ostend. 
The Journal de Paris states that the bill for 


bastian, March 16th. At a little before day-light 
on that day, the English and Christanos were pre- 
Paring for a general attack on the enemy, when it 
Was perceived that considerable reinforcements had 
ae from Toloso to the Carlists, who imme- 

lately commenced an attack on both flanks of the 
queen’s troops, 

Rg result was that Evans lost from 800 to 900 
; ed and wounded, and a company of Oviedy re- 
iment made prisoners, He was obliged to dis- 





‘mantle the defences of Oriamendi, spike the guns 


and withdraw from the points which he held in its. 
neighborhood. 

Havana papers received at New Orleans contain | 
in full the decree of the queen regent opening the | 

orts of Spain to Mexican vessels. The decree | 
ae abolished the scruples of the captain general, | 
and he has accordingly permitted the flag of Mexi- | 
co to enter his ports. The arrival of the Mexican 
schooner Iris, from Tampico, with a cargo of dried 
beef, is notified on the 3d inst. 
PRUSSIA. 

According to a letter of the 10th inst. from Ber- 
lin, we learn that the health of the king of Prussia 
declines so fast, that but little hope remains, that his 
life can be preserved for any length of time. His 
majesty’s strength fails daily, and the chronic dis- 
ease of his liver has for some time past assumed an 
alarming character. 


POLAND. 

A letter of the 20th Feb. from Warsaw states 
that a ukase had been published in the month of 
January last, by the terms of which no subject of 
ancient Poland could enter the ministry, or occupy 
any high employment in the empire, unless he had 
previously served five years in Russia. Those 
Poles alone who are of the Russian Greek religion 
enjoy the advantages granted to Russian subjects. 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Letters from Guatemala to the 22d of February, 
states that a revolution had broken out in the city 
of Leon, province of Nicaragua, and that the chief, 
all the ministers and half of the members of the 
assembly had been shot by the revolutionists. Af- 
fairs wore a most discouraging aspect and fears 
were entertained that the revolutionary movement 
might reach the other provinces. 

MEXICO. 

By the arrival of the schooner Camanche at New 
Orleans, on the 19th instant, from Metamoras, pri- 
vate letters and verbal reports of passengers an- 
nounce that the army at Metamoras was in the 
most deplorable condition, without provisions and 
clothing, and in the most complete destitution. 
Gen. Bravo, fatigued by the eternal complaints and 
murmurs of the soldiery, has been obliged to resign 
and abandon the army. 

We learn, also, (says the New Orleans Bee), 
hat all idea of the expedition against Texas is 
abandoned, and that the troops were on the point 
of being disbanded. In every other respect Meta- 
moras: was perfectly tranquil. 





FROM FLORIDA. 

By the steam packet George Washington, cap- 
tain Nock, arrived at Savannah, April 13, from 
Garey’s Ferry, via Jacksonville, the editors of the 
Georgian have received the Jacksonville Courier 
of Thursday previous. Extracts from it will be 
found subjoined. 

In addition, we learn from passengers in the Geo. 
Washington, that an express from gen. Jesup, ar- 
rived at Jacksonville on Thursday last, with dates 
of the 7th, but nothing definite was gleaned from 
him. One of the indefinite reports was that neither 
Philip nor Oseola had come in, nor was Abraham 
in camp when the express left. 


Gen. Jesup, it is said, advices the citizens not to | 


return to their homes until he announces that it 
would be safe, and to prevent collisions in regard 
to property of the whites in the hands of the In- 
dians which would probably lead to renewed hos- 


there are no doubt many parties of Indians strolling 
over the country, regardless of the authority of the 
chiefs. They should be driven out, and I have to 
request that you keep your territorial troops as ac- 
tively employed as possible in scouring the country, 
within the settlements confined to your protection. 
I will give similar instructious to lieut. col. Crane. 
Thery is no disposition on the part of the great 
body of the Indians to renew hostilities; and they 
will I am sure, faithfully fulfil their engagement if 
the inhabitants of the territory be prudent; but any 
attempt to seize their negroes or other property, 
would be followed by an instant resort to arms. I 
have some hopes of inducing the Indians and the 
Indians negroes to unite in bringing in the negroes 
taken from the citizens during the war. 

I am, colonel, most respectiully, your ob’t serv’t. 

THOS. 8. JESUP, maj. gen. com. 

Col. J. Warren, commanding Florida militia and 

volunteers, Jacksonville, Florida 

The following is the order alluded to above, 
which is said to have caused great excitement at 
Musquito, and a remonstrance against it has been 
adopted at a public meeting. 

HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 
Tampa Bay, 5th April, 1837. 
ORDER, NO. 79. 

Ist. The commanding general has reason to be- 
lieve that the interference of unprincipled white 
men with the negro property of the Seminole In- 
dians if not immediately checked, will prevent their 
emigration and lead to a renewal of the war. Re- 
sponsible as he is for the peace and security of the 
country, he will not permit such interference under 
any pretence whatsoever; and he therefore orders, 
that no white man, not in the service of the United 
States, be allowed to enter any Lys of the territory, 
between the St. Johns river and the Gulf of Mexi- 
co. 

2d. The inspector general will cause all mer- 
chant or transport vessels arriving in this harbor to 
be immediately examined, and the names of all on 
board to be registered. No one will be allowed to 
come on shore, except for the transaction of public 
business. Vessels from whence any individual 
shall be landed contrary to this order, or on board of 
which spirituous liquors een! be found, will be im- 
mediately sent off, and shall not be employed in 
the public service. 

3d. All negroes now in this place, the property of 
citizens of the United States will be sent to St. 
Marks. The inspector general will furnish lieut. 
Vinton a list of them with their owners’ names. 
Lieut. Vinton will give notice to their owners, to 
take charge of them immediately. 

By order of major gen. Jesup. 
(Signed) . A. CHAMBERS, 
Lieut. A. D. C. & A. A. gen. 
J. E. Jounsron, lieut. § A. A. S. 

A letter from the postmaster at Jacksonville men- 
tions that the family of a Mr. Clements, six in num- 
ber, were murdered near the Mineral Springs by a 
party of Indians. 

Later news.—From the Washington Globe. 

. report has been received from gen. Jesup dated 
Tarapa Bay, 9th April, in which he states that the 
war is over, he hopes, at all events, there is but lit- 
'tle danger of a renewal of hostilities, if the troops 
‘be held in readiness for immediate action, and the 
inhabitants of Florida act with prudence. Should, 











tilities, general J. it is reported, will not permit 
any citizen to approach within 15 miles of his en- 
campment. 

The intelligence from Tomoka is far from en- 
couraging, and we are, we confess, at some loss 
to divine the cause of gen. Hernandez’s movement, 
unless it is in pursuance of orders received from 
gen. Jesup, based on information which has not 
b2en divulged to the public. Perhaps the dilatory 
course of many, with their failure to comply with 
the articles of the capitulation, or their appearance, 
in some force, at Tomoka, has caused the move- 
ment. 

Time will inform us. Until then we must be 
content to hope that Florida will soon be delivered 
of a race, who have hitherto retarded her prosperity, 
and destroyed the cherished happiness of her en- 
terprising population. 

Head quarters, army of the south, 
‘ort Dade, March 29th, 1857. 

Colonel: I enclose pen a copy of the capitulation 
entered into by the chiefs of the Seminole nation in 
behalf of themselves and the nation, which it would 
perhaps be well to have published in the papers of 
the territory for the information of the people. 

By one of the articles you will observe that the 
Indians are to remave to the south of the Hillisbo- 
rough river, by the Ist April—The chiefs, I am 
sure are anxious to fulfil their engagements, but 


however, any attempt be made to seize the Indian 
negroes, or to arrest any of the chiefs or warriors, 
\either as criminals or debtors, an immediate resort 
to arins will be the consequence. 

Several of the principal chiefs are in the neigh- 
borhood of Tampa Bay, with detachments of their 
people. Micanopy, Holatoochee, Yaholoochee, 
(Cloud), Co-a-co-chee, (Wild Cat), John Ca-wi-ga 
and several sub-chiefs and warriors, left gen. Jesup 
on the 8th for the emigrating camp. Co-a-co-chee 
is a son of Philip, the principal chief on the St. 
Johns river. His influence is greater than that of 
his father. Gen. Jesup states that he is the most 
talented man he has seen among the Seminoles, and 
will no doubt be the snag! chief of the nation. 
He promises that Abiaca, the chief of the Micau- 
saukies, with his people, shall come in. He returns 
to St. Johns to collect his cattle, and will start his 
father and all his people to the emigrating camp. 

The chiefs entered into an engagement on the 8th, 
to surrender the negroes taken during the war. They 
will deliver them to the commanding officers at the 
posts on the St. Johns. 

The Indians generally will emigrate, but the mea- 
sure will be tedious, and in all its preliminary steps 
expensive, 

hen the emigration of the greater part of the 
nation shall have been effected, strolling vagabonds 
will remain, probably, among the frontier inhabis 





tants. Torestrain them, gen. Jesup proposes to re- 
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establish Fort King, and establish a post between 
Fort Drane andthe Suwanee. Fort Drane being in 
a very unhealthy section of the country, its garrison 
must be witudrawn early in June. One ortwo posts 
with sinall garrisons, nay probably be required on 
the Atlantic coast, south of St. Augustine. The 
garrisons of forts Mellon and Call tnust be with- 
drawn by the Ist of June, in consequence of the un- 
heaithiness of the sites of these forts. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE’S LETTER. 
From the Globe. 

Since Mr. White, the late delegate from Florida, 
has left the United States, a letter, over his signa- 
ture, has been published, in which the late presi- 
dent is made to say of the Floridians: 

«ss Let the damned cowards defend their country;’ 
that he could take fifty women, and whip every In- 





objects of their creation,’ be referred to a select 
cominittee of nine members, with power to send 
for persons and papers, and with instructions to in- 

uire into the condition of the various executive 
departments, the ability and integrity with which 
they have been conducted, into the manner in 
which the public business in all of them, and into 
all causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the 
manner in which said departments, or their bureaus 
or offices, or any of their officers or agents of every 
description whatever, directly or indirectly con- 
nected with them in any manner, officially or unof- 
ficially, in duties pertaining to the public interest, 
have fulfilled or failed to accomplish the objects of 
their creation, or hiave violated their duties, or have 
injured and impaired the public service and inter- 
est; and that said committee, in its inquiries, may 
refer to such periods of time as to them may seem 





dian that had ever crossed the Suwanee; and that 
the people of Florida hac done less to put down the 
war, or to defend themselves, than any other peo- 

le in the United States. He said they ought o 
rave crushed it at once, if they had been men of 
spirit and character. 
approached into the white settlements of Tennessee 
and Kentucky, not one would have ever got out 
alive. He said the men had better run oit, or let 
the Indians shoot then, that the women might get 
husbands of courage, and breed up men who would 
defend the country. He maintained that there ne- 
ver were 600 Indians.” 

We should not have deemed this worthy of no- 
tice, but for the call made upon us in the annexed 
note from a distant friend: 

St. Joseph, (Florida,) March 25, 1837. 

“Dear str: Enclosed I send you the copy of a 
letter addressed to the editor of the Florida Watch- 
nan, ‘oyun in Tallahassee by Jos. M. White, 
with the comments of the editor of that paper; also 
those of the St. Joseph Times. This letter is ex- 
tensively republished in the south, and ought to be 
noticed by you in the Globe. I cannot believe the 
ex-president ever inade use of the language as- 
cribed to him by col. White, and am satisfied the 
hostility of the colonel to the president has led him 
so to express himself. Such is my veneration and 
respect for the fame and character of gen. Jackson, 
that I cannot sutfer such caluinnies to pass uncon- 
tradicted. You will oblige me by exchanging with 
the editor of the St. Joseph Times.” 

The late delegate from Florida has always been 
known to be an enemy to general Jackson, and was 
so looked upon by him. This circumstance, taken 
in coniection with the utter improbability that the 
president could have given vent to such extrava- 
gance, prevented u3 from noticing the story when 
first put into circulation. We now do it only in 
compliance with the wishes of our correspondent. 

Before the president left the city, he heard that 


Mr. White (who has a fine talent for telling and | 


garnishing an anecdote) was repeating some such 
tale as this, and filling it up with oaths and blas- 
phemy, as uttered by him. He said then that the 
conversation, as reported by Mr. White, had never 
occurred. On some previous occasion, when the 
same gentleman called on him as the delegate of 
Florida, to hold a conversation in relation to some 
matter in regard to which he feared his views might 
be misrepresented, the president tock the precan- 
tion to have athird person present. We mention 
this merely to show that, in a private conversation 
in his sick room with the delegate of Florida, he 
could scarcely have expressed such sentiments of 
the people of that territory as are ascribed to him, 
unless he had wished to have them promulgated.— 
And does any one believe that if general Jackson 
were inclined to mark with such harsh censure the 
territory to which he gave birth as an American go- 
vernmnent and community, that he would have made 
Mr. White the channel of communication, or ever 
given it the form in which it is presented by him? 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENTS. 
VIEWS OF THE MAJORITY. 
In the house of representatives, March 3, 1837. 
Mr. Wise, from the committee appointed on the 
17th of January last, to inquire into the condi- 
tion of the executive departments, &c, made the 
following 





REPORT: 

The select committee of the house of representatives, 
to which, on the 17th January, was referred the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: 

«Resolved, That so much of the president’s mes- 
sige as relates to the ‘condition of the various ex- 
ecutive departments, the ability and integrity with 
which they have been conducted, the vigilant and 
faithful discharge of the public business in all of 
them, and the causes of complaint, from any quar- 
ter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled the 


He said if five Indians had | 


expedient and proper,” report: 
| That the sessions of the committee, in pursuance 
of this resolution, commenced on the 21st day of 
January, and were subsequently continued, with 
| leave to sit during the sessions of the house, until 
the close of the examinations of witnesses, on the 
25th of February, there having been but three days, 
viz: the 26th of January, and 8th and 11th of Fe- 
bruary, on which the commnittee did not meet, in 
consequence of imperative business requiring their 
attendance in the house. The sittings of the com- 
mittee commenced at 10 o’eclock, A. M. of each 
day, and were generally continued until four, five 
and six o’clock, in the evening. Twenty-eight 
witnesses were personally examined. 
The committee state these facts in proof of the 
to the duty assigned to them by the house of repre- 
sentatives, to the exclusion and almost entire sa- 


crifice of their duties in the house; and, also, to 


assiduity with which they have devoted themselves | 


railed in the 
suestions to 


»fficers, wht 
he progress 


te 


ee 


ating this committee was founded, and the 
sity of its adoption urged before the house, 

the nature of the allegations formally put y 
journal of the committce by the mover of the 
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tion in the house, the chairman, viz: “charges of If, thea, tl 
lation of duty; of corrupt violation of duty; of abe ‘ew of the 
ing legal authority; in corrupting and subsidj,; [lmmereate 2 CO 
the public press; In retaining corrupt and fret he law-mak 
lent officers in place, knowing of their malleassn. jered corr 
and malversation in office; in appointing anq 7 and indepet 
ing agents of various descriptions; in biking a Jows that th 
just and exorbitant allowance for services to vali, ion to the } 
cal favorites; in paying a treasury warrant Whig o regard it 
was gambled away by a disbursing officer, ing yun down th 
lowing an account which had virtually bee), Lise redit the ™ 
lowed, and then paying it after its allowance by hether pro 
been forged, without causing the ofiender to ),fmming to matt 
prosecuted; in speculations on the officers of lis against the 
government, and on the public property; in ing, The bear 





P to a particu 
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gue of fact | 
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message. 
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be had, in 
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ed the legit 
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fering with the proceedings of congress in an jg, 
proper manner; turning a deaf ear to compli, 
against dishonest and corrupt subordinates, .j 
permitting inferior officers to held their offic 
under the president, after they had been Proved tg 
be guilty of dishonest and corrupt practices.” |¢,, 
pages 14, 15 and 42, of the journal of the comnit 


tee]. 
rations constituti 











These are the genera] alleg 


ss > bg, if 
proved matter of impeachment for “high ¢ : 


ritvey 


and misdemeanors;” and that the committee do «fmm the Tespec 
misapprehend the import of these allegations, fmm the gover" 
inferred from the statement of the chairman, who, fim lege fact 
under oath as a witness before the comuitte reference | 
[page 15 of journal], viz: “I have been informe expression 
of, and believe, much more matter of accusatig, gation, thr 
and complaint against most of the heads of the ¢.fmue With full 


may be ins 


ecutive departments; but they have never confice 
to test the 


to me any of their secrets, and therefore, the ino 





show that from the time occupied in this inquiry, 
ample opportunity has been furnished for the full 


development of decisive and unequivocal acts of 


corruption, abuse, violation or neglect of public 
duty in the various executive departments, if, in 
truth, any such acts had been committed, or could 
be pointed out, throngh any responsible or specific 
source of “complaint, from any quarter, at the 
manner in which said departments, or their bureaus 
or offices, or any of their officers or agents of every 
description whatever, directly or indirectly connect- 


cially, in duties pertaining to the public interest, 


their creation, or have violated their duties, or have 
injured and impaired the public service.” 


The committee, in the outset, confidently submit | 


it to the judgment of the house and the country, 


that if, in the details of a laborious investigation of| impeachment.” 


thirty days, given minutely in the journal of their 
proccedings, with no restriction whatever to any 
inquiry proposed by any member of the committee, 
into any specific act of abuse, corruption, violation 
or evasion of law, or neglect of duty, no such act 
is proved, implicating the various executive depart- 
ments, the only possible inference can be, that it is 
not proved, solely because it does not exist. 

To assuine as the basis of grave charges, which, 
if true, ought to lead to the impeachment of the 
president and the heads of the executive depart- 
ments, that acts of corruption, abuse and violation 
of law exist, but cannot be prored; and thence to 
argue that the administration of the government 
must be corrupt, from the very failure to prove 
vaguely lieved ctinsts: by any species of evidence 


known to the laws; is so utterly at war with the | 


rights of the citizen, the genius of our institutions 


—and the safeguards of the constitution, that it! 


would seem to the committee that no justly balanc- 
ed mind can fora moment draw such an inference 
from the results of this investigation. The repre- 
sentations made in the house, when this investiga- 
tion was called for, at so much cost of time, labor 
and expenditnre, diverted from the public business, 
and the allegations of corrupt violations of official 
duty, before the committee, must be regarded in the 
nature of an impeachment of the president and the 
heads of the various executive departments. 

The committee can view this form of inquiry, 
instituted by the resolution referred to them, in no 
cther light than a preliminary measure to ascertain 
whether there were sufficient grounds to justify a 
process of impeachment. 

The power of the house to institute an inquiry 
of this kind into the conduct of the executive, di- 
rectly personal in its application, can nowhere 
exist, unless it be an incident of ‘the sole power of 
impeachment” which is ztiver to the house of re- 
presentatives by the constitution. This power ex- 
tends to the president, and all civil officers of the U. 
States, on charges of treason, bribery or other high 
crimes and misdemeanors. Such in effect, were 
the representations upon which the resolution cre- 





ed with them in any manner, officially or unofli- | 


have fulfilled or failed to accomplish the objects of 


I know is not of my own knowledge. Jf hulf ym ot the Sov 


what I have been informed was or had been known; : Such Wi 
“me personally, some of the heads of departmei em mvestisat 
would have been 1mPEACHED before this moment—[em Y Wer’ 
IfT did not apprehend the strength of the exccutie mem epreseat 
departments fo be too overpowering for inguiy fem 8 He 400 
| itself, much more for trial, ihey would be impeuchi mentary, | 

at all events.”” This appears to the committee ty office, to t 
‘be a direct affirmation that the object of the «ifm tory of th 

quiry” contemplated in the resolution moved by they ™nstratt 

author of that affirmation, and referred to this con ie rm: eon 





mittee, was to investigate matters of impeachment 
| It follows, therefore, that the only constitution 
power under which the house of representatives, » 
| a co-ordinate branch of the government, could cor 
stitute a committee to inquire into alleged “corn 
violations of duty” by another co-ordinate branch d 
| the government, (the executive), is the “powerd 
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| By the terms of the resolution referred to th the houss 


|committee, and by the express declaration of tei ahaa 
| mover of that resolution, as well as by the legd rar es 
construction of the constitutional powers of th ee 
| bouse, this inquiry cannot be brought within th oh loa 
| only other clause of the constitution which, by ay the se 
|possible implication, can be meade applicable toi anal ie 
| viz: that “the congress shall have power to malt eo the 
iall laws which shall be necessary and proper iit adh nt 
\earrying into execution the foregoing powers, ail Or hat. 
all other powers vested by this constitution in th the ws 
rovernment of the United States, or in any depait hasi or 
nent or officer thereof.” : ee me 

2ar no 


The allegation is no where made that the law 
are defective in relation to the ‘powers vested 1% 
any department or officer” of the government, ai 
that this inqniry is made to enable congress '0 
“make laws;” but the charges are against the it 
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cRaf, 
jividual officers for “corrupt violation” of exist B® 4, ~~ 
laws; and the ground is expressly taken by tl of their 
chairman, in his declaration under cath (page 15 ¢f inteorit 
journal) “that the whole government needs reform, has bee 
and more patriotic and honest men to administer. lant ang 
The committee, therefore, conceive that they Wo" BAG any it; 
ruly warranted, and imperatively required, to Be just ca 
gard this investigation in the light of a prelimin*) By jannor 
inquiry into facts and cvidence, to show whether! By 4,,:, pa 
process of impeachment ought not to be institutt Ry This 
by the house of representatives against the exec’ have ¢ 
tive and the heads of departments. © one of 
Any other construction of the resolution, it sec! they hz 
to the committee, would be unjust to themselves no defe 
and derogatory to the dignity of the honge, as a le. only in 
gislative body, by assuming that they had requilt violatic 
nine of its members, acting on this’ committee," enougl 
detach themselves from the proper business of leg'* the las 
lation, with power to send for persons and pape™ reform 
at great inconvenience to citizens summoned before guentl 
them, and at a great waste of the public time other } 
money, with no legal object whatever in view Wi” ed, or 
in the constitutional powers of the house. violati 
This view of the duties of the committee, an‘ the Of the 
nature of the inquiry instituted throngh them, “! comm! 





explain the grounds of their general course, a8 
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d in their journal, in relation to the class of 
pict te to witnesses, and the cails upon public 
ean which they felt bound to admit or reject in 
“wr rogress of the investigation. 
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one If, thea, the committee are well founded in their 
ahaa ‘ow of the constitutional power of the house to 
‘digs Mereate a committee in matters not appertaining to 
fray , he law-making power of congress, to inquire into 
tne ered corrupt violations of duty by a co-ordinate 
id pay, fimmmand independent branch of the government, it fol- 


Jows that they were bound to give a strict construc- 
ion to the resolution empowering them to act, and 
o regard it not as a piece of party machinery to 
yun down this administration, or embarrass and dis- 
redit the next, but as a direct instruction to inquire 
hether proofs of corrupt violations of duty, amount- 
ing to matter of impeachment, could be produced 
azainst the heads of the executive departments. 
© The bearing of the resolution, from its reference 
toa particular passage in the annual message of the 
resident, might seein to have been to get up an is- 
sue of fact between the house of representatives and 
the executive, as to the éruth of a paragraph in that 
message. Such an inquiry might with propriety, 
within the meaning and spirit of the constitution, 
be had, in relation to such portions of a message 
H from the president, as recommended or contemplat- 
ed the legislative action of congress thereon. But 
can it be entertained as a position consistent with 
do tof the respect and decorum due from one branch of 
ons, fam the government to another, that in matters of al- 
leged fact in a message of the executive, having no 
nittee reference to any act of legislation, or in the mere 
formed expression of an tndentzon or belief, a formal investi- 
sation gation, through the intervention of sworn witnesses, 
he vy. que with fall powers to send for persons and papers, 
sn fides may be instituted by one branch of the government 
> los to test the veracity or sincerity of another branch 
iulf ye of the government? 
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slightest reason to suspect corruption or abuse of 
trust;”’ by what authority, or for what purpose, 

within the constitutional powers of the house, could 

this committee go into an inquiry in the nature of 
an impeachment, upon any other than specific alle- 

gations, to be proved by extraneous evidence, and | 
not by calling for confessions froin the parties ac- 

cused; and which allegations, if proved, would 

amount to matter of impeachment: 

Is it not apparent, therefore, that the only consti- 
tutional and legal object of instituting an inquiry 
into the conduct of the heads of the executive de- 
partments, and the complaints of neglect or viola- 
tion of their ‘‘duties pertaining to the public inter- 
est,’? must be to ascertain whether, instead of de- 
serving the compliment in the president’s message. 
they have not violated the laws so as to deserve tm- 
peachment? 

What, then, was the duty of the committee un- 
der the resolution? Surely not to make an issue 
with the president on a matter of compliment, in- 
tention, and belief; surely not to embody, in the 
form of evidence, the assertions of every vindic- 
tive, disaifected or disappointed man, who should 
hint suspicion, with or without the concealment of 
his name, or with a pledge of secrecy from those of 
the committee to whom he might communicate his 
vague aspersions; surely not to give the impress of 
solemn inquiry, under oath, to the anonymous ran- 
cor and malevolence of the party press in its as- 
saults upon the characters of men in or out of of- 
fice; but, in the language of their instructions, ‘to 
inquire into the condition of the various executive 
departments,” and “into the manner in which the 
public business has been discharged in all of them;”’ 
a “condition” and “manner” solely relating to the 
discharge of “duties pertaining to the public inte- 
rest,” and growing out of the direct personal acts 
of the heads of the departments and their agents: 


oun i Such would be the extraordinary character of this | not in their private relations; notin their individual 
Ament investigation, if the question of veracity and since- transactions; not in any matter whatever that does 
ent.[eew tity were to be put at issue between the house of} not appertain, by law, to the discharge of their 
cutiye representatives and the president, upon a passage public duties; but such a “condition” of the de- 
nquiry i inthe annual message—a passage inerely compli- partments, and such a ‘“‘manner of discharging the 
cached mentary, on the retirement of the president from| public business in them,” as, if proved, would 


tee yee Office, to the heads of the departments; and declara- 


> «ip, fee tory of the intention of the president, during his ad- | 
by the ministration, to have the departments conducted 
com Mee With ability and integrity, and of his belief that they 
ment fem Lave been so conducted. Here, then, are a compli- 


tion Ment, an intention, and belief, having no reference 
‘es, oe Whatever to the legislation of congress, which (un- 
1 cope @ der any other construction than that which the com- 
out fee mittee have given to the resolution) would have 
rch (eee D2en made the subject of grave investigation by 
verde Witaesses under oath, and by calls upon the execu- 

) tive departments, in order to decide and report to 
‘the ee t2e house whether, in the opinion of the committee, 
f tyme the president had improperly flattered his cabinet 


| amount to “corrupt violation of duty,” and justify 
a process of impeachment against the authors of, 
and the connivers at, such corruption. 

And further, by the instructions to the commit- 
tee, this “corrupt violation of duty,” this ‘‘condi- 
tion” of the departments, and the “«manner” of con- 
ducting the public business in them, are to be prov- 
ed by an examination ‘into all causes of complaint 
from any quarter.” Complaint of what? Of prv- 
vate acts of officers or agents of the government, 
not pertaining to the public interest, and not de- 
clared unlawlul? Surely not; but, in the language 
of the resolution, complaint at the manner in which 
said departments, or their officers or agents, ‘tin du- 


leo officers, or had insincerely and falsely stated his own | ties pertaining to the public interest, have fulfilled or 
f thee Ulention and belief in regard to them! failed to accomplish the objects of their creation, 
nthe The committee do believe that, to have gone into 'or have violated their duties, or have injured and 
Y ant such aa investigation upon such a construction of | impaired the public service and iaterest;” clearly 
‘toi [ew te resolution referred to them, and of the constitu- | meaning such corrupt neglect and violation of duty 
make ee tonal powers of the house, would have been to trifle; as would come within the ‘“misdemeanors’’ for 
y [ee With the house, with a co-ordinate branch of the| which the constitution provides the process of im- 
: ant fee G°Vernment, and with the country. peachment. 

n the That there may be no doubt that the passage in| One of the powers conferred on the committee 
pait the president’s messaze, which is recited as the by the resolution of the house was, the power to 


basis of the resolution proposing investigation, will 


laws dear no other construction than the one here put| investigation was to be regarded in the nature of 
d infe “Pon it, asa mere expression of belief and inten-!an inquiry preliminary to impeachment. At best, 
ani fe) "00, and not a recommendation of a public measure | this is a vague, and not well-defined power; inci-| 
s ye) ' Congress, let that passage be examined in this | dental, and not derived from any express provision 
ein fe ©OMNSction, viz: in the constitution. In its exercise, therefore, there 
sting [e) ,, Before concluding this paper, I think it due to! should be some limitation; and it should be careful- 
iv [ee the various executive departments to bear testimony ly used, only in cases where the direct legislation 
io of their prosperous condition, and to the ability and | of congress, the protection and enforcement of the 
om, [| ‘tegrity with which they have been conducted. It| privileges and rules of either house, or manifest 
i.” Be {88 been my aim to enforce, in all of them, a vigi- | public interest, imperatively demand it. It is a ju- 
were fae lant and faithful discharge of the public business; | dicial power, which congress ean exercise merely 
re and it is gratifying to me to believe that there is no} as a power incidental to the power ‘‘to make all 
nay om Just cause of complaint, from any quarter, at the | laws which shall be necessary and proper.” 

ers fe) Manner in which they have fulfilled the objects of} To construe it into an unlimited power for a 
uted |e) 'eir creation.” cominittee of this house to bring before them the | 
cc Je Is investigation, as the committee think they | persons of citizens from any part of the union, at 


ews one of two purposes—impeachment or legislation; 


ves, fe they have shown it was not for legislation, because 





send for persons and papers; another proof that the 





py clearly shown, could be instituted only for | their own arbitrary will, without just cause, or to 


compel the surrender of all papers which a com- 
mittee might see fit to send for, would’ be to set up 





le pedis ay in the laws has been any where alleged, | an incidental power of the house, nowhere express- 
red Zs: y in their execution. The very charge, “corrupt | ly recognized in the constitution, which would to- 
{0 ia _ ation of duty,” implies that the laws are well) tally annul one of the express provisions of the 
gis t oot but are corruptly administered. It was not | constitution, to secure the eitizen against these very 
ore, veh aws, therefore, that the resolution proposed to/| outrages, viz: 

ot Om, but the administration of those laws; conse-| «The right of the people to be secure in their 
and ety, so long as neither ‘treason, bribery, or| persons, houses, papers and effects, against unrea- 
‘the eee —_ high crimes and misdemeanors,” were prov- | sonable searches and seizures.” 

vi oF even indicated in any alleged act of corrupt} In applying this principle to the calls which were 
the Mee LOlation of duty,” notwithstanding the earnest call proposed, in this investigation, upon the president 
vill Pa president and heads of departments upon the|and heads of departments, for statements and pa- 
de- Committee “to point to any case were there is the pers, the committee have considered that a public 





officer is not put without the pale of the protection 
afforded to other citizens, against being required to 
furnish statements or evidence to accuse himself; 
and against unreasonable demands for papers not 
constituting a part of the public documents; and in 
their opinion the call for papers ought to be limited 
to such as are already made ana on file in the de- 
partments. 

To every call for statements going to show any 
act of a public officer without authority of law, and 
for papers coming within the above description, the 
committee have uniformly responded in the aflirma- 
tive; while as a general rule they have felt bound 
to reject all calls for statements touching motives 
and acis not shown to be unlawful, if proved; and 
for all real or supposed papers, private in their cha- 
racter, and not coming within the denomination of 
public papers on file. 

If it be contended that this distinction enables a 
public officer to exclude trom the files of his de- 
partment whatever he chooses to consider private, 
and which ought to be placed there, the answer is, 
that this cannot alter the powers of a committee of 
the house to send for papers, nor change the nature 
of the call; and that if any paper shown to be of a 
public character, and such as ought to be placed on 
file or record, is excluded, there is just ground for 
accusation against the officer for violation of duty. 
But the bare suspicion that papers which ought to 
be on file are not there, cannot warrant a call for all 
the personal and private papers of such officer, in 
order that the committee may decide, by inspection, 
whether there are any which ought to go into the 
public files. 

Besides, in calls made by congress upon the pre- 
sident or heads of departments, the reservation is 
impliedly established, be usage, of such papers as, 
in their opinion, cannot be communicated without 
injury to the public service. Consequently, all 
calls for papers must be subject to this discretion 
of the public officer of whom they are required; 
and, if he abuses that discretion, he must be held 
responsible for it in some other form of investiga- 
tion into his official conduct. ; 

The committee can find no power in their in- 





structions to inquire into motives; illegal acts, or 
'omission of legal acts, are the subjects of their in- 
| vestigation. With this view, too plain to require 
illustration, the committee refused to go into any 
‘investigation touching the motives with which the 
president and the heads of departments, or other 
officers under them, had exercised the appointing 
and removing power, or their lawful official patro- 
nage; and in this course they are sustained by the 
uniform refusal of congress to inquire into such 
motives. 

Whenever there was pointed out “any case where 
there was the slightest reason to suspect’? that the 
appointing or removing power, or the employment 
of any individual, had been exercised “without au- 
thority of law,” or where, within legal authority, a 
fraudulent officer had been retained in office, and his 
malversations connived at, in all such matters of al- 
legation or suspicion, the cominittee have given 
the broadest latitude for inquiry. 

But in cases where an act had been done by due 
authority of law, in the exercise of the power of 
nomination conferred on the president by the con- 
stitution, or of the power of appointment of inferior 
officers vested by law, under the constitution, “in 
the president alone, in the courts of law, in the 
heads of departments,” or in other officers, the 
committee considered that they had no authority to 
|inquire into mere motives, or matters of opinion, 
| touching either the power appointing or the per- 
sons appointed; the act itself being a lawful exer- 
cise of a discretionary power. 

Whatever might be the result of such an inquiry 
into motives, had it been gone into, it would not 
have been within the province of the committee to 
recommend, nor of the legislation of congress to 
enact, a law requiring that the president and other 
officers, having the power of nomination or of ap- 
pointment, should select their political opponents 
and neglect their friends, or prescribing what sort 
of qualifications and what sort of political opinions 
the persons they appoint to office should possess. 

As well might a committee of the house, in- 
structed to inquire into the “condition” and the 
“manner” of conducting the public business in the 
judiciary department, on accusations in the nature 
of an impeachment of the judges, undertake to call 
in question the motives of the supreme or any in- 
ferior court of Jaw, in appointing its officers and 
clerks. As well might a committee of one house 
inquire into the motives of the other house, in se- 
lecting its presiding and other officers, as for this 
committee to investigate the motives of the presi. 
dent, the heads of departments, or inferior officers, 
in the lawful exercise of the appointing and remov- 
}ing power, The people must judge for themselves 
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of the motives, intentions and opinions, of their 
public servants, in the exercise of their official 
fanctions; and with the peopie, in all cases where 
they elect, and with those who appoint or remove, 
in all cases of subordinate or inferior officers not 
elected by the people, rests the right of condemn- 
ing Of approving any act of a public officer in the 
exercise of his constitutional and lawful power of 
appointinent or removal. 

{the will and the wishes of the people are to be 
regarded as the only legitimate censors of the mo- 
tives and opinions of an administration, in general- 
ri preferring competent political friends to political 
ves in appointments to office, it is obvious that the 
course of the adininistratiun for the last eight years 
in this respect, as far as it has gone, has been must 
siznally and triumphantly sustained. In fact, is not 
the assumption set up by the opponents of the ad- 
ininistration, that it ought to place the official pow- 
er in the hands of the opposers of the principles and 
measures which that administration was chosen by 
the people to maintain and enforce, nothing less 
than a declaration that the majority ought to let the 
minority govern? 

The committee will now proceed to an examina- 
tion of the calls on the executive departments, and 
the testimony oifered and_ given in this investiga- 
tion, applying to both the analysis they have endea- 
vored to present of the grounds of their proceed- 
ings. 

The committee, in commencing their labors, had 
no accusations to make, either of their own know- 
ledge or derived from any private disclosures to 
thein, of. corrupt violations of law, or neglect or 
abuse of official duty. Butthey were instructed to 
‘‘inquire,” and they were ready to receive any in- 
forination, authorise any call, or admit any testi- 
mony, coming within the construction which they 
put upon the resolution defining their duty and ju- 
risdiction. 

They inferred that the chairman of the commit- 
tee, who had moved the resolution that induced the 
house, alinost unanimously, to institute inquiry, 
would be ready to formally present and distinctly 
point out such specifications and evidence as would 
come within the constitutional and legal rights of 
the parties implicated, and the powers of the com- 
mittee. 

The form chosen by him, in the inquiry, was a 
series of resolutions, oifered by the chairman, [page 
4 of journal], calling upon the president and heads 
of departments for certain information. 

The first resolution, -in that call, required of all 
the departments a minute exhibit of every item 
in the accounts of every printer or editor of a news- 
paper, who had been paid a dollar within the last 
year; with the residence, name, service, considera- 
tion, &c. 

This was a call devolving immense and, in fact, 
wholly impracticable labor upon the departments. 
It had no connection with the ‘condition of the 
various executive departments.” It had nothing to 
do with complaints at the ‘“‘manner” in which the 
public officers had fulfilled or failed to accomplish 
the objects of the creation of the executive de- 
partments; nor did it involve any violation of du- 
ty, or any act injuring and impairing the public 
service and interest. It was a call for information 
of legal acts; the mover of the call admitting that 
“the illegal patronage of the government to the 
press would not subsidize a two-penny country 
newspaper.” 

At the same time the charge made was, abuse of 
the patronage of the departments to subsidize the 
public press, and a ‘corrupt violation of duty, in 
abusing legal authority, in corrupting and subsidiz- 
ing the public press.” 

vow, if the law required the heads of depart- 
ments toemploy newspapers for certain specific 
acts, at stipulated or reasonable prices, (and it is 
not alleged that they have employed any more 
newspapers, or paid any more compensation, than 
the law allows), where is the violation of duty?— 
where is the subsidizing and corrupting the pub- 
lic press? 

If the officers of the government, in compliance 
with acts of congress enjoining this duty, employ 
an editor or printer of a newspaper to publish an 


and oe that every citizen who sells an article 
in his tra 

forms a service for it, and is paid, becomes thereby 
subsidized and profligate, and sells his conscience 
along with his commodities and labor? 


e or business to the government, or per- 


Can the head of a department, by a government 
advertisement, corrupt or subsidize the press, any 
more than a bank, a corporation, or a merchant 
could, by giving their advertisements to a newspa- 
per; especially where the employment from the lat- 
ter sources is so much more profitable, so much 
larger in amount, and so much more widely distri- 
buted, and generally upon grounds of strict party 
preference? 

The committee do not believe that the employ- 
ment of a newspaper to publish what tne law re- 
quires to be pubiished, for a fair equivalent is to be 
regarded in the light of favor or patronage, any more 
than the einployment of any other mechanical la- 
bor by the government or by private citizens. . 
Besides, would it not be well for those who make 
this charge of mercenary corruption against editors 
and printers of newspapers, to reflect that it is their 
own party press they censure; for the plain reason, 
that the administration need not buy up the news- 
papers that already support its measures, and that, | 
if there is any buying or corrupting, the traffic must | 
be carried on with those editors and printers who 
oppose the administration? 

f, then, the allegation is merely that the officers 
of the government, who are required by law to em- 
ploy newspapers, exercise their own discretion, 
strictly within the law, in employing such as they 
think proper; does it not resolve the whole question 
into an inquiry into motives, (not an iuquiry into 
violation of law), an inquiry which the committee 
have shown is not within their jurisdiction under 
the resolution referred to them? 

And, if this eall upon the departments had been 
adopted, and could have been carried into effect, of 
what avail would have beena detail of all the items 
of newspaper advertising, embracing every letter 
remaining in the post offices, every proposal for 
mail contracts, for work, for supplies, and the like, 
within the provisions of law, to detect abuses, or 
to discover whether the press of the country was 
“subsidized” and “corrupted” by being paid for its 
mechanical labor? Had such returns been made in 
answer to the proposed call, this committee, instead 
of inquiring into the condition of the executive de- 
partments, must have resolved itself into mere audi- 
tors of newspaper accounts. 

Again: if the administration, in the use of its le- 
gal employment of the newspaper press, corrupts 
and subsidizes that press; and if the press of the 
country is susceptible of such corruption; how hap- 
pens it that the opponents of the administration, 
though in a minority, sustain so many more news- 
papers than are sustained by the party in power?— 
Of the daily press, for instance, in the city of New 
York, there are nine opposition to two administra- 
tion papers; in Philadelphia, six to two; in Balti- 
more, four to one; in Boston seven to two; in New 
Orleans, siz to two; in Albany two to one; and even 
in the city of Washington, two to one; making, in 
seven of the principal cities, thirty-six opposition 
to eleven daily administration papers. <A like com- 
parison extended throughout the union would show 
nearly the same result. 

The committee have dwelt longer on this topic 
than its real importance might seem to demand.— 
They have done so, because it appeared to be one 
of the most vehemently urged grounds of accusa- 
tion against the executive officers, and was brought 
before the committee for a decision seven distinct 
times by the mover of the call, in the form of re- 
solves, amendments, and questions to witnesses, 
jand was each time rejected by the committee for 
the reasons here stated. 

Their object was to get at practical results, and 
not, by a mass of papers, encumber all inquiry or 
examination into the condition of the executive 
departments, and the discharge of the public duties 
by their officers and agents. In this, as in all other 
cases, the rule the committee uniformly adhered to 
was, that they were ready to inquire into any act 
of abuse or violation of law, or neglect of duty, 
complained of from any quarter, and presented in 





advertisement, and pay him a fair compensation as 
others do in like eases, in matters of private busi- 
ness, is it a fair or just imputation upon the whole 
community of editors and printers throughout the 
United States, to represent them as being a class 
of citizens so mercenary and unprincipled, as to be 
susceptible of being subsidized and bought up to 
sustain men and measures they in reality condemn 
—bought, too, not by any gratuity or bounty, but by 
the mere payment of a fair price for the same servi- 
ces which they are constantly receiving pay for from 
private individuals? Is the doctrine to be maintain- 


ed, that the people of this country are so degraded 


any specific form of allegation susceptible of inves- 


within their powers, to call upon the executive de- 
partments for a history of every act of those de- 








tigation by any known principles of evidence.— 
They believed it to be neither practicable, nor 


artments during the last eight years, and then go 
into an examination of this history, to detect, if 
possible, some act that might be construed into a 
violation of law. As well mighta citizen be arraign- 
ed by a public prosecutor, and called upon to relate 
every transaction of his life, in order to discover 
whether there was not some act for which an in- 


A 
On the grounds heretofore explained, the co), 
mittee rejected questions to witnesses as to 4, 
supposed possible connection of officers of the a 
verninent with the newspaper press, except in Casey 
where it appeared that such connection, if proy,, 
was a violation of law, or of some rule or requig' 
tion of the > secee gat with which such office, 
were connected, 

A question proposed to the postmaster genay,) 
(page 121 of the journal), as to the political con,’ 
nations of officers of the executive departments j, 
influence the public press, was permitted to be py 
on the ground that the combination charged mip; 
be in the nature of a conspiracy, and t erefore , 
violation of law. The answer of Mr. Kendal] ey, 
tirely negatived the existence of any such combina. 
tion within his knowledge. Another question 4 
the same witness, as to the supposed existence of, 
club or association, and whether its members wer 
officers and agents of the executive departinent, 
and what its designs and means were, and a Similay 
or to Mr. Secretary Woodbury, (page 8] o 
the journal), were rejected, because the question; 
involved no violation of law, and bad no relation t) 
the manner of discharging the public duties in thos, 
departments. The committee could not prescribe 
what political, or literary, or social associations the 
public officers should or should not belong to, any 
more than they could the religious denomination tp 
which they should or should not be attached. 4 
question also put to the secretary of the treasury, 
(page 80 of the journal, question 13), was rejected, 
becanse it went into the motives of the executive 
departments in employing editors and printers, in 
the exercise of a discretion authorised by law. 
This review embraces all the material matters jy 
the course of the investigation, relating to the 
newspaper press; and the committee, in disposing 
of this branch of the grounds of complaint against 
the executive departments feel bound to say, that 
no evidence whatever was produced, or offered to 
be produced, by any specific allegation, of the acts 
of any officer or agent of the various executive de. 
partments, which goes, in the least degree, to sui 
tain the grave charge of a vielation of public duty 
in subsidizing and corrupting the public-press. 

The second resolution offered by the chairman, 
(page 4 of journal), proposed a call on the presi- 
dent and heads of departments for a list of all of- 
ficers, &c. appointed and paid, without having been 
nominated to, or confirmed by, the senate. 

If this meant inferior officers, the appointment of 
whom is vested in the president and heads of de- 
partments by congress, it was a useless call, and 
implied no violation of duty. 

If it meant the appointment, and not merely the 
nomination, cf officers required by law to be con- 
firmed by the senate, it could only apply to the 
president; and no such supposed case was suggest: 
ed as the ground af the call. 


The third resolution proposed calling for the 
amounts of moneys paid for contingencies by the 
departments, (page 5 of the journal), for changes 
in specific appropriations, and for irregular exper: 
ditures. 

The fourth resolution called for a list of officers 
and agents who had received salaries or pay will: 
out rendering service or being in office, whose com- 
missions had been antedated, and who were engaged 
in other employment, or held other offices, whilst 
receiving pay and rendering no service. 

The inquiry proposed by the third and fourth 
resolutions, above described, in fact, come within 
the provisions of the 77th and 78th rules of the 
house of representatives, to which the president, 9 
his reply to the call on him, very properly refer 
the committee, and the extent of which did not 0c 
cur to them when the resolutions were under co? 
sideration. ‘Those rules establish a standing com 
mittee for each of the departments, whose duty it 1s 
“to examine the state of the accounts and ex 
penditures,” and to inquire and report particularly 
whether the expenditures of the respective depatt 
ments are justified by law; whether the claims d's 
charged are supported by sufficient vouchers ape 
lishing their justness as to their character — 
amount, and having been discharged out of fun e 
appropriated therefor; whether all moneys hav? 
been disbursed in conformity with appropriation 
laws; whether any retrenchment can be made '" 
the expenditures of the several departments; . 
to report such provisions as may be necessary i 
add to the economy of the several departments 4? 
the accountability of their officers. ter 

These powers and duties embrace every mat - 
of inquiry proposed in the call upon the heads © 
the executive departments, by the third and fou ; 
resolutions. It therefore was not the province ° 4 
select committee to interfere with the preseribe 
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| existed; and they also considered that there was a 
> distinction, as to the strict rules of evidence, be- 


bee ous Rw os 


- _ That too mueh latitude has sometimes been gi- 

























~ members have any privilege to call upon parties 
' accused to criminate themselves. 
| they could not sanction the resolution, offered by 


' “privilege”? of the house or its committees, to com- 


re pr cae thereby, for acts done without authority 
© of law. 


) calls the fifth resolution, requesting explanations as 
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© one committee were satisfied of the impropriety 

4 inconsistency of all the calls upon the pre- 
4 at and heads of departinents embraced in the 
solution offered by the chairman; but to reject 
al entirely in the beginning, although in eitect 
- called upon the accused to furnish evidence 
vainst themselves, might have subjected the com- 
Stee to the charge of suppressing inquiry from 
' rehension of disclosures injurious to the depart- 
sa They preferred, therefore, to assume the 
esponsibility of giving too great latitude to in- 
nyiry, rather than to seem to check it in the begin- 
ine; but they were bound by the constraction of 
heir powers to limit the inquiry to violations of 
nublic duty. With this view the resolutions were 
inended, by being confined to acts “without au- 
hority of law;’’ there being otherwise, no definite 
nits, scope or perceptible object in the proposed 
lls. With this limitation, they permitted the calls 
» be made; and the replies to them by the presi- 
ident and heads of departments entirely negative any 
resumption, arising from this source, of neglect or 
jolation of official duty. 

The committee, therefore, could see no ground 
or adopting the resolution, proposed on receipt of 
he president’s letter, to dissolve the committee, on 
Bthe ground that that letter and the president's in- 
structions to the heads of the departments, would 
bar all investigation. (See page 19 of journal). 
Instead of barring, the letter of the president in- 
vited investigation. 

it says, “if you are able to point to any case, 
where there is the slightest reason to suspect corrup- 
tion or abuse of trust, no obstacle which I can re- 
move shall be interposed to prevent the fullest 
scrutiny by all legal means. The ollices of all the 
'departinents will be opened to you, and every pro- 

per facility furnished for this purpose.” 

The replies from all the heads of departments 
Shave been to the same elfect, pledging the whole 
‘disposable force of their officers to ferret out any 
> the slightest specified act of neglect or violation of 
"public duty complained of from any quarter; and 
~ not only so, but affirming that they knew of no em- 
> ployment or payment of printers, officers or agents 
A in their departments, without authority of law. 

' Neither did the committee discover in the letter 
" of the president any attack upon the proceedings 
© of the house or the privileges of its members; for 








© the plain reason, that neither the house nor it: 


a Consequently, 


' the chairman, (page 29 of journal), to censure the 
) president for his emphatic repulsion of what he 
> construed to mean charges of personal‘accusation, 
» and calls for self-crimination; nor could they con- 
> sent to puta stop to the public business by getting 
' upadebate in the house, to enforce any pretended 


| pel public officers to furnish evidence against them- 
selves, 


The committee would suggest one other reason 
" for permitting these calls to be made on the parties 


‘law. This might be construed to mean palpable 
» “iolations of law, or it might mean a mere prescrip- 
# tive irregularity in the business of a department, 

hot provided for by law, but supposed to be inci- 
> dental to some general provision, or sanctioned by 
» long usage. 


With this view, the committee appended to the 


fo any innovations not authorised by law, if such 


tween a letter of inquiry, and a question put to a 
Witness underoath. In cases where witnesses were 
called before them, the committee felt bound to ad- 
here to the rule by which self-accusing questions 
Were excluded; and this will explain the reason of 
the rejection of a large class of the very numerous 
questions put by the chairman. 


ven in admitting self-accusing questions to be put 

Witnesses, is quite probable. The committee 
hotice one, and there may be others, in the journal, 
viz: the question put to Mr. Secretary Woodbury, 
(page 80), as to his being engaged in purchases 
ot public lands, which, in his case, would be a vio- 
ation of law. The witness, however, waived his 
obvious right not to reply, and fully answered in 
he hegative. If there has been error or inconsis- 
tency, therefore, in not conducting the examination 
of Witnesses invariably on the known rules of evi- 
dence, it has been on the side, not of exclusion, but 
of admission of questions. It has also shown, that 
the several members of the committee decided on 
each matter as it came up, without previous con- 





quently being determined by a single vote, or by 
the equal division of the comuittee. 

‘During the thirty days of the actual sittings of 
the cominittee, the following named witnesses were 
examined, viz: 

Hon. Henry A. Wise, hon. Abijah Mann, jr. 
hon. James Parker, hon. John Bell, hon. Hugh L. 
White, honorable Balie Peyton, hon F. W. Pick- 
ens, hon. Dutee J. Pearce, hon. A. H. Sevier, and 
hon. Garret D. Wall, all members of congress; 
S. R. Hobbie, of the post office department; Wil- 
liam Van Hook, of New York; Wm. D. Lewis, 
Philadelphia; Levi Woodbury, secretary of the 
treasury; John Forsyth, secretary of state; Amos 
Kendall, postimaster general; William Littlefield, 
Newport, Rhode Island; James L. Anthony, trea- 
sury department; James L. Edwards and Geerge 
W. Crump, pension office; D. A. A. Buck, war de- 
partment; George W. B. Towns, Georgia; Charles 
Morris and Charles W. Goldsborough, navy com- 
missioners’ office; N. Towson paymaster general; 
Samuel D. Langtree, war departinent; David Hen- 
shaw, Massachusetts; and John Ross, a Cherokee 
chief—28. 

Hon. Aaron Vanderpoel, hon. James Standefer, 
members of congress, and William J. Duane, late 
secretary of the treasury, attended as witnesses, but 
the questions propounded to them were rejected on 
grounds fully explained in this report, and obvious 
from the nature of the inquiries proposed. (See 
pages of journal 60, 77 and 81.) 

Hon. John C. Calhoun, of the senate, was sum- 

moned as a witness, but neither attended nor repli- 
ed to the call. 
Hon. Felix Grundy, of the senate, was requested 
to attend as a witness, on motion of the chairman; 
and though not acceding to the right of the co:mmit- 
tee to require his attendance, he coinmunicated his 
readiness, when not engaged in pubiic business, vo- 
luntarily to wait upon the committee and give tes- 
timony, if notified. No such notice was given to 
Mr. Grundy. 

Honorables Cave Johnson and James J. McKay, 
of the house of representatives, were also suinmon- 
ed at the request of the chairman, but not examined. 

The witnesses who were summoned and appear- 
ed, but were not examined, were Jonathan Seaver, 
(office of the second comptroller); John N. Moul- 
der, Thomas B. Reilly, Robert S. Wharton, David 
Saunders and John J. Abert, of Washington; Sa- 
muel Kendall and Charles Gooch, (post office de- 
partment); Henry L. Ellsworth, (patent office); 


office); John Green, (war department). 

The witnesses summoned, and who did not ap- 
pear, were J. L. Joseph, New York; R.J. Philips, 
James Schott, Henry Fry and James Reeside, Phi- 
ladelphia; N.S. Ruggles, Newport, R.1.; Duncan 
Clinch and Reuben M. Whitney, Washington; Da- 


“I do positively refuse to give up the names of 
those who have informed me as to the conduct or 
misconduct of executive oflicers.” 

How, then, could the investigation be prosecuted 
farther than it has been, if the mover of the resolu- 
tion, who affirms he has information from certain 
persons, on which he founds a belief of the exist- 
ence of corrupt violations of law, and of which the 
rest of the committee are entirely ignorant, posi- 
tively refuses to give up the names of his informers, 
that they may be called upon to disclose these al- 
leged acts of corruption and violation of duty? 

Under such circumstances, can there be just 
cause for complaint of the committee, of the execu- 
tive, or of the heads of departments, that they have 
restricted or withheld proofs of violation of duty, 
when he himself, by his own admission, as a mem- 
.ber of the committee, is in possession of the names 
of witnesses who can prove the charges, and yet re- 
fuses to name or to call those witnesses? Who is 
responsible for restricting inquiry, if he is not, who, 
having the names of witnesses within his knowledge, 
refuses to give up their names, or call upon them to 
testify? If the reason assigned for withholding the 
names of the alleged witnesses, viz: that they are 
‘dependant upon the wiil of arbitrary power for the 
stations they hold,” is a justification of this refusal, 
does it not amount to a useless waste of the time of 
the house and the labor of the commiitee, to demand 
an investigation in order to prove corrupt violations 
of public duty by the executive oflicers, when it 
was known that neither to the house nor to the com- 
mittee could or would be disclosed the names of the 
witnesscs who, it was assumed, could prove this 
corrupt violation of official duty? 

The committee do not impugn the motives or call 
in question the course of proceeding adopted by any 
member of the committee, but they are bound to 
state all the alleged sources of information which 
have been withheld in the investigation. 
| Here the committee might justly have declined a!l 
, further proceeding, but they deemed it more satis- 
factory to use all the means in their power of arriv- 

ing at the foundation of the charges that had been 

made of misconduct and corruption in the heads of 
| the executive departments. With this view they 
called upon those who, they had reason to believe, 
' were best acquainted with the facis and the wit- 
| hesses in the case, and requested the attendance be- 
'fore them of Messrs. Bell, Peyton and Pickens, of 
the house, and Messrs. White and Calhoun of the se- 
nate. The first three of those gentlemen, complain- 





John M. Walker, Richard Harrison, (first auditor’s | ed of this proceeding as an act of personal injustice, 


and an infringement of the freedem cf debate; but 
on no grounds which the committee can consider 
just or reasonable. ‘They were called upon as the 
best sources to furnish the committee with proofs or 
with the names of witnesses; and, instead of doing 
so, they make complaints against the committee and 
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vid Williamson and John 8. Shriver, of Baltimore. 
Interrogatories sent to James Jackson, of Alabaina, 
were not returned. Thirty witnesses suinmoned 
and not examined. 

One hundred and fifty-two questions were pro- 

sed to witnesses under examination. Of these, 
one hundred and thirty-one were proposed by the 
chairman, (Mr. Wise), except five or six put by 
the member froin Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincoln).— 
The remaining twenty-one were ail that were sug- 
gested by other members of the committee. Eigh- 
ty-nine of the questions were adopted, and rixty- 
three rejected. 

The proposition is therefore presented from these 
facts, as a conclusive answer to all pretence, if set 
up, that no abuses have been detected because the 
committee suppressed investigation—viz: that if 
eighty-nine questions were put to some thirty wit- 
nesses, without, in the opinion of the committee, 
drawing out a single material fact calling in ques- 
tion the ability, integrity and fidelity with which 
the executive departments have been conducted; 
does it not follow, either that the interrogatories 
were unskilfully framed, or that the fifty-eight re- 
jected questions were the only ones that specified 
any act of abuse, neglect or violation of duty? An 
examination of the questions rejected and admitted 
will demonstrate that no such distinction exists be- 
tween them. 

To enable them to get at all the means of detect- 
ing abuses, the committee called upon the chair- 
man, who was the mover of the resolution in the 
house, to state under oath whether he, of his own 
knowledge, knew of any act of the heads of the ex- 
ecutive departments that was either corrupt or a 
violation of official duty. Failing in this, and re- 
ceiving no answer, except a declaration of the poli- 
tical creed of the witness, he was then called upon 
for the names of those from whom he had received 
the information on which he founded his belief that 
the executive departments -have corruptly violated 





cert, the adoption or rejection of a question fre- 





their duties. His answer was: (page 16 journal). 


the president, as if they were the authors of the 
charges, the movers of the resolution of inquiry, and 
the promoters of this whole investigation! They tes- 
tify to no corrupt act that they know, but to much 
that they “eaxrehenn informed ofand verily believe,” 
but give no names of informers or witnesses who 
know the alleged acts of corruption in official duty. 

The voluminous statements and arguments of 
these gentlemen, including that of judge White, 
occupy seventy-one pages of the printed journal, 
setting forth their political creeds and belief, in the 
form of testimony under oath. They communicate 
no facts, nor allegations of facts, that have not been 
fully discussed, in almost every particular, in the 
public press; been tested by the votes of the people 
in the elections, or passed upon in some form or 
other by one or both houses of congress. The 
committee permitted them to form a part of their 
journal, though they are argumentative, and entire- 
ly devoid of every legal characteristic of testimony; 
but as they prove nothing, the committee do not re- 
gard them as having any bearing whatever upon 
the inquiry they were instructed to make into the 
condition of the exeecntive departments, and the al- 
legations of corrupt violation of duty. The state- 
ments of those gentlemen, and particularly that of 
judge White, who was released from every obliga- 
tion of private confidence by the president, are re- 
markable proofs of the purity and honesty with 
which the administration has been conducted.— 
These gentlemen were for years the political friends 
of the president, and in his confidence. ‘They are 
now his opponents, and have been called on to 
state every transaction they knew implying a viola- 
tion of public duty; and they have not disclosed a 
single fact within their own knowledge, that affects 
the character or conduct of the president or heads 
of departments in the discharge of their public du- 
ties. Even the statements they adopt from others, 
whether true or false, relate to private opinions and 
acts, having no connection with the discharge or 
neglect of public duty. One of their opintons is, 
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that there was favoritism and extravagance in the 
appointment of, and allowance to, the three com- 
missioners on Indian treaties, under the act of July 
14, 1832. ‘fhe commission,” says Mr. Bell, (page 
263 of journal), “turned out to be almost an entire 
failure.” This opinion, unsupported by any evi- 
dence, is singularly at variance with the report 
made by a member of the opposition, from the com- 
mittee on Indian afiairs in the house of representa- 
tives, May 20,1834. That committee, in reference 
to this same commission, say, (page 23 of their re- 
port), “The labors of the committee have been 
much assisted by the very able and interesting re- 
port of the commissioners, which is annexed to 
this report. It contains much valuable information, 
and will enable the public to appreciate the zeal, 
industry and ability with which they have executed 
the duties of their commission.” 

The opinion of Mr. Bell in this matter wonld 
also seein to be at variance with the fact, that the 
senate have approved and ratified important treaties 
made by these same commissioners with the Chero- 
kee, Creek, Seneca, Seneca and Shawnee, Quapaw, 
Otto, Missouri, and Pawnee tribes of Indians. 

The compensation allowed the comunissioners 
appears to have been in strict conformity with the 
usages of the governinent under previous adininis- 
trations, viz: the per diem and mileage of members 
of congress. 

That there have becn abuses and gross injustice 
towards the Indians, practised by speculators and 
unprincipled men, is undoubtedly true; but none 
of these abuses are traced to any act, authority, 
neglect, or connivance of the president and heads 
of departments; and in every instance, where fraud 
or injustice is shown to have been alleged against 
any public agent, the executive officers have been 
rompt in investigating and correcting the evil. 
Phis fact fully appears from the “documents relat- 
ing to the letter of R. ‘T. Archer to the chairman,” 
(pages 125 and 274 of journal). In that matter, 
(which is made a ground of complaint), after a lapse 
of more than three years, coming from the distance 
of Columbus, Mississippi, it appears that the com- 
plainant is totally mistaken in his facts—the presi- | 
cent and the department having eaused a full in- 
vestigation of the charzes, and “the strictest inqui- 
ry into this matter,’ and the commissioner of the 
Jand oflice having ordered the decision of the re- 
gister at Chocchuma to be corrected, so far as it 
was erroneous. 

The impropriety of witnesses substituting party 
opinions for testimony, under oath, is shown in the 
statement of the honorable F. W. Pickens, (page 
46 of journal). He appeared as a witness to testify | 
whether he knew, of his own knowledge, of any 
act by either of the heads of the exeentive depart- 
ments, which was corrupt, or a violation of their 
official duties. His answer is, that he knows of 
many acts In violation of official duty, but will 
name only those that are most prominent; and then 
he places at the head of violations of official duty | 
the proclamation of the president, in 1832, against 
the nullification doctrines of South Carolina! The 
removal of the deposites, the employment of state 
banks, proseription and the specie treasury order, 
make up the catalogue of “gross and palpable vio- 
lations of official duty,” affirmed by the witness. 


of his principal. 





Had the testiinony of numerous honorable senators 
and representatives of the opposition party to which | 
the witness belongs, comprising a majority, been | 
taken in this matter, they would doubtless have | 
pronounced the proclamation against nullification | 
the purest act of the whole administration; and had 
ux vast majority of the people testified before the 
committee, as they have done through the ballot- 
box, they wonld have pronounced all the other acts 
of the administration, referred to by Mr. Pickens, 
the highest and most faithful discharge of official 
duties. 

What, then, are the facts touching the ‘“condi- 
tion” of the executive departments, the “manner” 
in which the public business has been discharged 
in them, and “the causes of complaints against 
them,” which are proved in this investigation? 

The charges attempted to be proved are, 

First. Speculations in the public lands. The 
committee permitted this inquiry to be made, 
touching all officers who were by law prohibited 
from purchasingjor speculating in the public lands. 
The acts of September 2, 1789, and March 3, 1791, 
prohibit such purchase to persons appointed to any 
office instituted by the act to establish the treasury 
department, and to all the clerks employed therein. 
There was no proof before the committee that any 
officer or clerk, prohibited by law from dealing in 
the public lands, had violated the law. 

The committee did not feel authorised to extend 
this inqury to public officers who were not prohibit- 
ed from making such purchases, such act not being 





a violation of official duty any more than the pur-; 


chase of any article cf trade or commerce. If it 
leads to abuses, congress should apply the remedy. 

Second. Disbursing officers drawing specie, and 
selling the same as merchandise to purchasers of 
public lands, or others. The evidence (pages 30, 
32, 33, 37), negatives this charge. 

Third. “Paying a treasury warrant which was 
gambled away by a disbursing officer.” This charge 
was first suggested 2s an allegation that drafts to 
the amount of $20,060 had been paid by the late 
secretary of war, governor Cass, to the assignee of 
a disbursing officer, named Johnston, with the 
knowledge that they had been gambled away, and 
after they had been protested by a deposite bank, 
ahd countermmanded by the secretary of the treasu- 
ry. The facts in this case are highly creditable 
to the vigilance of the executive departments. In- 


,stead of £20,000, the amount was $2,560, which 


was not paid to the holder uniil it was proved that 
the drafts caine into his possession with no know- 
ledge of the original gambling transfer; nor then, 
until the opinion of the aftorney general had been 
taken, and ample indemnity secured to the govern- 
ment, should it be inade to appear that the holder 
was cognizant of the fraudulent transfer. This 
case is fully explained in the testimony of hon. 
Ambrose H. Sevier, (page 49 of journal), by doeu- 
ments, (pages 62 to 71), and_the opinion of the at- 
torney general, (page 68 of journal). It does not 
appear that Johnston, the disbursing officer, who 
died soon after this transaction, was employed after 
the fraud by the department. 

‘ourth. The case of T. B. Waterman, viz: the 
allowance of an exorbitant account by Mr. Secreta- 
ry Cass, after it had been virtually disallowed; and 
then paying it, after its allowance had been forged, 
without causing the offender to be prosecuted. 
The facts in evidence are, that Waterman was 
temporarily employed to copy papers in the pen- 
sion office, for which he presented a bill of S188. 
It was not allowed. Subsequently, an assignee of 
the bill, Mr. Causten, of Washington, who had ad- 
vanced the amount to Waterman, presented it en- 
dorsed with the approval of Mr. Secretary Cass, 
which proved to be a forgery, and it was not paid. 
Some months after, the claim was again presented 
by the assignee, and, being reduced to $144, which 
was a fair compensation fer the work, it was allow- 
ed and paid. (See pages 51 and 57 of journa}). 
This transaction was entirely proper on the part of 
the department. The forgery on the first account 
did not discharge the actual! debt due; nor was the 
secretary of war, or his agents, bound to prosecute 
Waterman: and neither were they in possession of 
proof that he committed the forgery, except from 
the stateinent of Mr. Causten to Mr. Crump that 
he had confessed it to the former. 

Fifth. The case of David Melville, a weigher 
and guager in the customs at Newport. The 
charge is, that Melville was removed from office 
for opinion’s sake. The facts are, that when Mr. 
Ellery, the collector who appointed Melvilie, re- 
signed, and Mr. Littlefield was appointed collector, 
the latter, in the exercise of the discretion the law 
gave him in such cases, did not reappoint Mel- 
ville, whose office was at an end by the resignation 
The public service was net im- 
paired, but, it would seem, promoted, by this act; 
and as it comes under the class of inquiries into 
motives, it was not, for reasons before given, within 
the jurisdiction of this committee. In fact, at the 
very time it was pressed upon this committee, a 
standing committee of the house (on commerce) 
had the whole matter in charge, on a petition from 
David Melville, and made their report February 
23d, adverse to the petitioner. The same subject 
was before the senate the last session, and all the 
documents connected with it published at that 
time. A full explanation of the case is given in 
the testimony of Mr. Littlefieid and Mr. Secretary 
Woodbury, (pages 189, 75, and 80, of journal). 

Sixth. The case of J. W. Reckless, collector at 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey. This appears to be a 
charge under the head of “retaining corrupt and 
fraudulent officers in place, knowing of their mal- 
feasance in office.” The specification is wholly 
unsupported by the evidence in the case, which 
has encumbered the journal with a mass of docu- 
ments occupying fifiv-eight printed pages. The 
president, in the exercise of his discretion, and with 
all the original papers before him, decided that 
irregular incidental expenses had been charged, but 
that there was no proof of corruption or fraud, and 
the collector was required to refund the irregular 
charges. This case is fully and satisfactorily ex- 
plained in the answers of honorable Garret D. Wall, 
of the senate, fo questions put to him, (page 509 
of journal). This is the only specific allegation 
made of corrupt retaining in office; and the facts 
disclosed warrant no suspicion of improper acts or 
motives in the executive officer. 





Se = 


Seventh. The late secretary ef war, gove,, 
Cass, paying for services never performed, Th 
evidence on this point, (page 51 and 54), js »" 
D. A. A. Buck, a citizen of Westnet, receive) i 
appeintinent of a clerk in the pension ofiice, j,; 
8, 1835; that on the 27th of that month, he tee 
menced his journey to Washington, which jours 
was suspended and interrupted in CONSEAL Cree 
severe indisposition; that during the delay of h 
journey, thus caused, he was elected a member 
the Vermont legislature the first Tuesday of Ser 
tember following, and took his seat the se¢q, 
Thursday in October, and continued a member 
the legislature five weeks, till its adjournment: 1,,, 
on the 26th of November he proceeded to Washi,, 
ton, and entered upon the duties of his office); 
cember 4th; that he presented his account to Mh 
Secretary Cass, who knew the facts in the es 
for salary at the rate of $1,200 per annum, fio, 
the 27th of July to the 4th of December, deducts, 
the five weeks he was a member of the legislaty;, 
and was allowed pay for four months in the seryjc, 
of the United States. This was a matter for 4), 
diseretion of the secretary of war. The usoo; 
stated to be, that the pay commences from the {iq 
of starting for the seat of government. The ». 
count, and all the circumstances, were fairly ay) 
fully stated by Mr. Buck, with no attempt at eq). 
cealment, and, as he believed, in strict conformity 
with usage. The committee, in so inconsiderabjs 
a matter, cannot call in question the upright intey, 
tion of the late head of the war department, uyo) 
this statement of facts. 


Eighth. The apparent attempt to connect the 
secretary of state, in his official eapacity, with his 
private interest as counsel in the Golphin clain, 
introduced inte the last treaty with the Cheroke 
Indians, in 1835-36, but excluded from the treaty 
by the senate. The answers of hen. G. W. J, 
Towns, (page 88), and of Mr. Forsyth, (page ti) 
of journal), meed only be examined to show the 
high sense of honor and official responsibility with 
which the secretary conducted in relation to the 
transaction. Even John Ross, the Cherokee chic 
who was questioned by the chairman on this point, 
disclatms all knowledge of any means employed, o: 
influence exerted, by any officers or agents of the 
executive departments, to have the stipulation re. 
specting the Golphin claim inserted in the Cherokees 
treaty, (page 291 of journal). It is proper to staie, 
that the answers of this witness were handed in th: 
last day of receiving testimony; and, from the eb: 
sence of members of the committee, who were ce- 
cupied by the business of the house, no opportunity 
was had for a cross-examination, touching implie! 
charges against individuals, having, however, no 
connection whatever with the executive depart: 
ments. 

There only remains unnoticed, in all the mass 0 
testimony, five or six minor charges, which are <i 
tinetly disproved by the evidence, viz: The ancny- 
mous charge from some reckless newspaper agains! 
Mr. S. R. lobbie, assistant postmaster general, vi 
holding stock ina N. York bank, which was givel 
asa gratuity by mail contractors. The aMdavi's 
produced by Mr. Hobbie leave not a vestige o! tis 
calumny, (page 101 of journal.) 

The charges by Wm. Hobby against paymas'et 
general Towson, (page 197), whieh are shown by 
col. T. to be entire fabrications. 

It is proper to state, that the appendix attache! 
to the journal of the committee has no relation '0 
any of the acts of the executive departments. [i 
has been printed at the request of the chairmal 
and the explanations of commodore Morris nd 
Mr. Goldsborough, secretary to the navy commis 
sioners, the latter in the form of am argument, a}: 
pended. 


Much space in the journal is occupied with the 
statement of hon. Balie Peyton, relating to the 
non-removal of John Spencer, receiver of the land 
office at Fort Wayne, Indiana. This case ws 
fully explained by the reply of the secretary of the 
treasury to a call made by the house of repres¢i 
tatives, the 30th of January, the present sessio?. 
That document is appended to Mr. Peyton’s state: 
ment, (page 234 of journal). It shows the vic 
lance of the secretary of the treasury in calling 
upon the receiver, before any complaint had bee! 
made, and in causing a thorough investigation in'¢ 
the matter by a special agent. So satisfactory W®% 
the result of the whole matter, that the commi!'? 
apprehended, that if the secretary had urged 
removal of Mr. Spencer, and the president a 
caused it to be made, there wonld have been, {rol 
the same source, a stronger complaint for ‘pr: 
scription” than there now is for retaining in office. 

The matter of the Decatur bank, in Alabamé, 
was introduced on the last day of receiving tes! 
mony before the committee, (page 289 of journal): 
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——— " 
The facts in the case are, that last March, before 
‘eneeie circular was thought of, a contract was 

ade by the treasury departinent with the branch 
of the Alabama state bank, at Decatur, which never 
whe a deposite bank, for about halt a miition of 
state boads purchased in behalf of the Chickasaw 
Jndians. A part of the agreement was, that the 
branch bank should take such money as was paid 
:; at Pontitoe, from time to time, for Indian lands 
sold there on account of the Chickasaws, and send 
to Washington bonds for the amonnt. Enough was 
not received to discharge the whole contract in Sep- 
tember last, when the bank wrote that it was wil- 
ling to take its own bills in payment, instead of 
P ecie, if the treasury department would assent to 
it. The bank was accordiagly advised by the de- 

artinent, that, to the extent ot the contract, and no 
farther, there was no objection to receiving the 
bills of the bank instead of specie, if the bank, to 
which the money was to be paid, preferred them. 
The department, it appears, saw no reason why 
the payee might not be permitted to waive specie | 

ayneat, if he pleased. 

In this transaction the committee can perceive no | 
relation to a total or partial repeal of the treasury | 





the uadersigned, was most maniiesily the object of 
the mover and advocates of the resolution, and 
must have been the intention of the house in its 
adoption. 

2. Because the committee having, by various re- 
solutions, sought from the president of the United | 
States, and the heads of departinents, information | 
which was deemed material to the investigation of 
the condition and management of those depart- | 
ments, and into the manner in which the executive | 
governinent has been administered in those depart- 





swered by a most extraordinary communication ad- 


LETTER FROM MR. POINDEXTER. 
From the Richmond Whig, February 22. 

Gov. PotnpEXxTER. We publish a letter from 
this gentleman, to ourselves, of painful interest, be- 
cause certain observations we made, when we sup- 
posed him no longer of this world, appear to have 
been the source of pain and mortification to him.— 
it will be remembered that our object in making 
those observations was to protect his reputation, and, 
supposing him dead, to rajly for his memory that 
sympathy which the popularity of his arch enemy 


denied him when alive, although unquestionably the 


ments, respectively, which resolutions were an- oe persecutor, general Jackson, had etiectually 
| 


dressed by the president to the chairman, now en- | 


tered upon the journal declining to furnish the in- 
formation asked for by the committee, and deemed 
indispensable to the faithful execution of the duties 
devolved upon them by the resolution of the house, 
the undersigned are without the means of justifying 
to their own minds the reasonings and conclusions 
which the majority of the committee have adopted 
in their report. 

3. Because many documents and papers, and 
inuch evidence sought by the committee in the re- 
solutions, addressed to the heads of departments, 


order, as to public lands generally, or any favor | have not been obtained by the committee for rea- 
conferred on the bank or the state of Alabama. It | sons assigned in the answers given to tiiose resolu- 
was merely carrying into eifect a contract as to pro- | tions, or otherwise apparent on the journal; and, 
ceeds of Indian lands, which was made long be- ‘im the absence of such documents, papers and evi- 
fore the treasury order issued, and merely pment | Saee, truth or falsehood of the allegations of nu- 


ing, under that contract, that the money to be paid 


merous abuses or neglects of duty in the adminis- 


to the contracting party, and not into the treasury, | tration of said departments cannot, at this time, be 


| might, to the extent of the contract, and no farther, | 
be paid in bills instead of specie, if that party pre- | 


arrived at. ; . 
4. Because, by the decision of the majority of 


ferred it. | the committee expressed in numerous votes, in re- 


The committee have now disposed of all the ma- 


> terial points involved in this long and laborious in- 
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vestization. They regret that the brief space al- 
lowed for preparing their report did not admit of 
wore condensation of the mass of matter before 
then; but as the attention of the whole country 
has been called to this investigation, the committee 
have deemed it an indispensable duty to present, 
ina full and distinct form, a view of the principles 


on which they have conducted this examination, | officers or agents, of every description whatever, di- | 


with asummary from the voluminous and discon- 
nected testimony of all the allegations and specifi- 
cations of violation of duty, and the evidence pro- 
duced to sustain them. 

The result of the whole is a firm conviction that, 
toan extent which the warmest friends of this or 
any other administration could not have anticipated 
in passing through such an ordeal, to which no 
other administration was ever subjected, is demon- 
strated, beyond question or doubt, the truth of the 


testimony borne by the president, in his annual | 


inessage, to the ‘“‘prosperous condition of the vari- 
ous executive departments, and to the ability and 
integrity with which they have been conducted.” 

Equally well established by undeniable facts, is 
the sincerity and uprightness of the untiring “aim” 
of the chief magistrate ‘to enforce in all of them 
a vigilant and faithful discharge of the public bu- 
Siness;” and it seems to the committee, that, after 
this long and laborious investigation into the offi- 
cial conduct of the president and the heads of the 
departments, with the fearless invitation of the for- 
mer to his once bosom friends to disclose every 
matter of confidence that ever existed between 
them, no fair mind can resist the conviction that 
there in reality exists “no just cause of complaint 
from any quarter, at the manner in which the exe- 
-_ departments have fulfilled the cbjects of their 
creation.” 

The committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That, so far as has come to the know- 
ledge of the committec, from the results of this in- 
vestigation, the condition of the various executive 
departments is prosperous, and that they have been 
conducted with ability and integrity; that the pre- 
sident has aimed to enforce, in all of them, a vigi- 
lant and faithful discharee of the public business; 
and that there is no just cause of complaint, from 
any quarter, at the manner in which they have ful- 
filled the objects of their creation. 

VIEWS OF THE MINORITY. 

The undersigned, members of the select commit- 
tee appointed under a resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 17th of January last, disa- 
freeing to, and dissenting from, the report adopted 
by a majority of said committee, beg leave to offer 
the following reasons for said disagreement and dis- 
Sent, and request that the same may be entered on 
the journal. 

1. Because the construction put by a majority of 
the committee upon the resolution of the house, 

4S So narrowed and restrained the scope of inqui- 
ry, as, by nee ssary consequence, to preclude and 


‘ference to various subjects, testimony deemed by 
the undersigned altogether material to the investi- 
‘gation of the “condition of the various executive 
departments; the ability and integrity with which 
they have been conducted; the manner in which 
the public business has been discharged in all of 
them; and into all the causes of complaint, from 
any quarter, at the manner in which said depart- 

ments, or their bureaus or offices, or any of their 


rectly or indirectly connected with them in any 
| manner, officially or unofficiaily, in duties pertain- 
ing to the public interest, have fulfilled, or failed to 
accomplish the objects of their creation, or have 
violated their duties, or have injured and impaired 
the public service and interest;” has been deter- 
mined to be inadmissible, and has not been permit- 
ted to be produced before said committee, so as to 
enable the committee to pronounce, either affirma- 
tively or negatively, upon the truth of the varions 
matters referred to their consideration by the reso- 
lution under which they are constituted. 


which were referred to the attention of the com- 
mittee, as well froin the want of time as from the 
absence of alleged existing testimony, the investi- 
| ration has been manifestly and necessarily incom- 
plete and imperfect, and no just, impartial and sa- 
tisfactory judgment can be pronounced thereon. 

6. Because the report of the majority does ex- 





5. Because on many, if not rmost, of the subjects | 


inost injured of the many martyrs to general Jack- 
son’s vindictive passions, and the numerous host 
who were at his command to gratify them. We 
can now say no less than that we believe most sin- 
cerely that, in the statement we made as to the cir- 
cumstances under which governor Poindexter emi- 
grated from Virginia, we did him gross, although 
undesigned, injury. We rejoice that he has lived 
to put us right, and we hope he will live to see 
those estimated at their true worth, who have pur: 
sued him with such unexampiled walignity. 
Nalchez, january, 1837. 

To the editors of the Whig: 

GENTLEMEN: I make no doubt that, before this 
communication reaches you, the error which seems 
to have prevailed pretty generally in the northera 
and middle states, that the wounds which I receiv- 
ed by an accidental fall from the second story ofa 
hotel in this city had proved fatal, will have been 
corrected. 

You will therefore not be surprised, although you 
may be somewhat amused, at the anomaly of a cor- 
respondent who corrects his own obituary. <A friend 
of mine has this morning directed my attention to 
an editorial article in your paper of the 20th ultimo, 
in which my demise is ms for granted, on the 
authority of a Washington correspondent of the Pii- 
ladelphia Inquirer. 

It has not been my practice heretofore to conira- 
dict or pay the slightest attention to the numerous 
| calumnies which have been cast on me by the pur- 





| chased presses of this administration of the federal 
| government, now drawing to a close; and which | 
| have felt it my duty as a senator in congress to re- 
‘sist, in all its leading measures, while I continued a 
|member of that body. 

Those who know me do not require a contradic- 
tion of such vile fabrications as were to Le found in 
the columns of the Globe and other newspapers of 
a kindred character; and those to whom 1 am per- 
sonaliy unknown might find a sufficient answer to 
these slanders in the uniform good opinion which [ 
have enjoyed of all intelligent, unprejudiced indivi- 
duals belonging to the community in which L have 
'resided more than thirty years, and among whom [ 
have filled every high and distinguished office in the 
cift of the state or the people. I now depart from 
| the line of conduct whieh I had marked ovt for my- 
self, in this respect, during the whole ef my politi- 
cal life, solely for the purpose of enabling you to 


: 5 
correct some of the remarks which have aecompa- 





~ 


on 


press opinions and conclusions upon partial and im- 

erfect investigation, which should be the result oa- | 
y of the most satisfactory examination uf the va- | 
rious and complicated subjects to which such con- | 
clusions and opinions relate. 

7. Because the report of the majority, under the 
limited and imperfect examinations which have 
been given of the matters referred to the considera- 
tion of the committee under the broad scope of the 
resolution of the house, do express judgments and 
opinions, as the result of conviction upon full inves- 
tigation, instead of submitting only the journal of 
the proceedings of the committee for the action 
and judgment of the house thereon. 

Inasmuch, therefore, as the undersigned cannot, 
consistently with their own convictions of duty to 
themselves, and their sense of obligation to the 
house and to the country, unite in the reasoning 
and conclusions of opinion adopted by the majority, 
and have no opportunity otherwise to express their 


j 
' 





disagreement with, and dissent thereto, they re- 
spectfully resort to this only mode, at the very mo- 
ment of adopting their report, to declare their opi- 
nion that the committee are cnly warranted by the 
progress and present state of the investigation with 
which they are charged, in reporting the journal, 
unaccompanied by any expression of opinions or 
judgment of the matters referred to them. 

LEVI LINCOLN, 

ROBERT B. CAMPBELL. 

I concur fully in the foregoing, except in the 
opinion that the committee should have reported 
only its journal of proceedings. | 

HENRY A. WISE. 





*Uppress the investigation which, in the opinion of 





they testimony delivered before the committee 
will be published hereafter.] 





-nied your annunciation of the supposed fatal termi- 


nation of the accident which befel me. 

I owe the statement of facts which I shall make 
alike ta myself and to the respect which I entertain 
for your candor. It may not be amiss to explain to 
you the manner in which I was Iced into the mistake 
of passing through an upper door, which opened on 
the brick pavement below, without being protected 
by a balcony or gallery. This was a new building, 
with which I was entirely unacquainted, having 
never been in it before. I spent a short time with 
a friend, who occupied a room in this new part of 
the house, and rising to retire without any guide, I 
approached the door through which I fell; suppos- 
ing it to be the entrance on a gallery, which led to 
my own apartment, I opened it with confidence, in 
the darkness of the night, and was immediately pre- 
cipitated a distance of about twenty feet, breaking 
the bone of my right leg in two places, straining my 
ankle, and breaking the bone of the left leg just 
above the knee. ; 


1 am now fast recovering from these wounds, 
which at first were deemed to be beyond the reach 
of surgical aid, and my attending physicians (doc- 
tors Hogg and Grymes) are of opinion that, in the 
course of a few months, I shall be enabled to walk 

vith my usual strength. 

I have thought it best to give you the preceeding 
detail, as I discover many misrepresentations of this 
casualty going the rounds of the newspapers. It 
would be needless to attempt a correciion of the 


humerous errors in the letter which you have copied 


into your paper from the Philadelphia Inquirer, be- 
cause these errors are unimportant, and most of 
them matters of opinion evidently formed without 


/a2 proper knowledge of facts; for instance, the wri- 
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ter says my education ‘‘was finished and classical.” 
Now, the tact is, that I am entirely a self-taught 
man, having expended the small patrimony left me 
by my father in acquiring such an education as en- 
abled ine to qualify myseif for the profession of the 
Jaw, which I did throuzh the kindness and benevo- 
lence of a gentleman who then belonged to the bar 
in Richmond. 


Neither have I any claim to that ‘varied’ read- 
ing which the writer has accorded to me. My 
knowledge of books may be chiefly limited to legal 
science and the principles of civil government, as 
they have been developed in diiferent ages of the 
world. 


For thirty years past, I have been, from time to 
time, a meinber of the national legislature, which 
has ailorded to iny countrymen a fair opportunity to 
estimate my humble capacity as a politician, and 
the principles which have ever governed me in the 
diechiars of my public duties. 

You are right in saying “few men have sustain- 
ed so bitter and vindictive a persecution” as my- 
self. 


The whofe power and patronage of the federal 
governineat has been unsparingly and corruptly 
employed ior the last five years, to destroy my cha- 
recter, public and private. 

The most powerful weapon which can be wield- 
ed for these purposes against any man is calumny, 
because its influence is spread over the whole coin- 
munity, through the inediuin of a prostituted press, 
while its refutation rarely, if ever, overtakes and 
corrects the evil consequences resulting from the 
promulgation of such libels. No proofs are asked 
or expected of the libeller. 


Bold and high-sounding declarations are substi- 
tuted for evidence of the truth of the allegations un- 
blushiagly put forth; but the accused, if he shall 
deem the accusation worthy of notice, is invariably 
required to exhibit clear proof of his innocence.— 
‘This inequality renders it next to impossibte for the 
most upright man on earth to shield himself aainst 
the deleterious eifects resulting from such insidious 
attacks on his reputation. 


This species of warfare has been pusbed to its 
utinost limits against me by the irresponsible in- 
struments of the dominant party, backed by, all the 
power and influence of their chieftain. 


The attempt to implicate me as the accomplice 
of the maniac assassin, Lawrence, sees to be as- 
cribed to the machinations of the corrupt cabal 
around the person of president Jackson, while he 
remained ignorant of their proceedings. I take 
this occasion to enter my protest against a conclu- 
sion so erroneous. I beg any gentleman who doubts 
on this subject, to look at the report of the conmit- 
tee of the senate, which was unanimously adopted 
by that body, and especially at that part of it which 
gives the president’s explanations of the part he 
took in the transaction, (made to the hon. Silas 
Wright, of New York, and John Tyler, of Virzi- 
nia), and I venture to affirm that no candid man, 
whose mind is in search of truth, can acquit the 
president of a participation in the conspiracy. * * 

The corrupt influences which govern public opi- 
nion in this country can alone account for the apa- 
thy with which the body of the people have looked 
on this deep stain, affixed by their chief magistrate, 
on the moral character of the nation. 


It is to be hoped that impartial history will do 
ample justice to those who are now condemned by 
the prejudices of a party who, loving Cesar bet- 
ter than Roine, prostrate themselves at the foot- 
stool of power, without regard to the dictates of 
justice or patriotism. 

{ feel well assured that you would not intention- 
ally do me an act of injustice, and, therefore, I the 
more regret that you have permitted the panders of 
calumny and detraction so far to influence your 
opinion of me, as to state, in your editorial article 
at the supposed close of my mortal career, “this 
gentleman was charged, and lay under the suspicion 
of a defect of moral rectitude, with what justice 
we have no means of knowing.” Allow me to 
say, which I do without the fear of contradiction, 
that no such charge of a ‘defect of moral rectitude”’ 
has ever been made, or ever could be made, with 
justice, at any period of my life, by an honorable 
man, worthy of my notice, under his own proper 
signature; and further, that no such imputation, 
whether made in the public prints or in private 
conversation, could have had any foundation in 
truth, during the whole course of my life. I speak 
not of the corrupt presses who cater for the palate 
of their employer, and who have said of me every 
thing which their imaginations could invent. I 
shall never stoop to defend myself against such a 
class of hireling calumniators—neither will I speak 
of the slanderous expressions which have dropped 





from the lips of president Jackson, the falschood of 
which has been proved before the whole nation, 
and which, at any and at all times, I stand pledged 
to prove false in a court of justice, if required to 
do so. All these aberrations froin truth have been 
the result of party hatred and malice, which I have 
incurred by exposing the frauds and corruptions 
which existed in the land department and other de- 
artinents of the government. But if any man who 
olds the rank of a man of bonor shall presume to 
charge me with a “defect of moral rectitude,” un- 
der his own sign-manual, I will either fix on him 
the indelible mark of liar, or surrender my charac- 
ter forever, | 
I beg it to be understood that I do not include 
the understrappers who daily quality themselves 
for the “Magdalen hospital,” and receive their re- 
ward in parchments, under the broad seal; nor 
should [ condescend to animadvert on mere surmize 
and general abuse, to which the most abandoned 
may resort; but I ask simply for facts which are 
susceptible of demonstration by proof coming from 
a source worthy to be met in a suitable manner by 
a man occupying my rank in society. 


I venture to say that you may live many years 
before you find an individual of this description 
who will take the responsibility of charging me 


with any act which amounts to a ‘defect of moral 
rectitude.” 


In the article on whieh I am commenting you 
have, (doubtless with the best intentions), when 
speaking of my early life, stated, ««He left Virginia 
originally under a clond, caused by the suspicion 
that he ineant to evade and bilk his creditors; but 
the truth is, we have heard, that, being bankrupt, 
his object was nothing more than to go where he 
could most speedily acquire the means of paying 
his debts, which he afterwards honorably did? 
These unfounded rumors’ appear to have made 
some impression on your mind, and to require of 
you, as ny friends, the explanation which you have 
given. 

Now, permit me, in consideration of the high re- 
spect which I entertain for you, to bestow on these 
miserable calumnies a passing notice, which 1 would 
have scorned to do had they been confined to the 
columns of those papers in which I have been ac- 
customed tu find myself abused. 


I solemnly asseverate, then, in responding to 
these aspersions on my moral character— 

Ist. That I left Virginia at the age of 23, under 
no cloud of any description whatever. 

2d. That “the truth is,’ I was no bankrupt at 
that time, or at any other period of my life. 


sd. That the unworthy motive imputed to me, 
an intention to “evade or bilk my creditors,’’ never 
entered into my imagination in leaving my native | 
state to seek a new residence in the south west. 

4th. That there existed no necessity for evading 
my creditors, if I had been capable of perpetrating 
a deed so dishonorable and so inconsistent with the 
tenor of my whole life, and the principles by which 
I have uniformly been governed in al] my transac- 
tions with iny fellow men. 


Sth. That the unliquidated demands against me 
at the time I left Virzinia amounted to asum too 
contemptible to require evasion, even had I actual- 
ly been a bankrupt. 


6th. That I left in the hands of my agent real es- 
tate in the then flourishing commercial town of 
Milton, in the county of Albemarle, with instruc- 
tions to dispose of it, and apply the proceeds to the 
payment of my debts. 


This property was estimated, at the time, to be 
worth one thousand dollars; besides which, I depo- 
sited with a friend notes and open accounts, for 
collection, more than equal in amount to any de- 
mands against me. The only debt worth mention- 
ing, which I left unpaid, was a note of mine to the 
late William Galt, of Richmond, which was in the 
hands of his agent at Milton, David Anderson, esq.; 
the amount of this note was something over four 
hundred dollars. I called on Mr, Galt, in Rich- 
mond, on my way to New York, (from which port 
I sailed for New Orleans), and inquired of him if 
he would delay payment of this sum until I could 
remit it to him from Natchez; to which he readily 
consented, and I afterwards paid the note, with in- 
terest, to the agent of William King & Co. of Ab- 
ingdon, Virginia, to whom Mr. Gait had sent it for 
collection. The residue of my debts did not amount 
to three hundred dollars. The Milton property, 
which I had supposed would increase in value, be- 
gan to decline, and was never sold; the debts due 





me were never collected, and my debts, which 


these were intended to secure, have many years | 
ago been paid by me; almost a sufficient length of' 


<<. 
abundant means to satisfy my creditors; that thes 


means had unexpectedly failed to answer the }), 
pose, in consequence of events which could not }, 
foreseen; that I satisfied these demands IY self 
without injury to any one; and that the whole, my 
ken together, would not have amounted to 
thousand dollars. 


It would, indeed, be truly ridiculous in me to 
refer to those transactions, trifling and contemptibje 
as they in reality are, if it were not for the equiyocg| 
inanner in which you have mentioned them, leayj, 
the reader, who is, unacquainted with the facts; 
infer that I was overwhelined with debts, amonntiy, 
to thousands, or tens of thousands of dollars; to ayy;; 
the payment of which, or to save myself from tho 
confines of a jail, I had clandestinely, and withoy 
the consent of my creditors, left the state and taken 
up iny residence at the extreme southern portion of 
the United States. I cannot consent to be subject. 
ed to such inferences, nor do i believe that any 
man of respectability among my earliest associate; 
and acquaintances has ever authorised the rumor 
on which your remarks are founded. My intended 
removal to Mississippi territory, in 1802, was pub. 
licly announced by me in advertisements at the dif. 
ferent courts in which I practised, declaring my jp. 
tention to take no more new causes, and referring 
my former clients to Hugh Nelson, esq. of Albe. 
marle, who undertook to finish my business in that 
county; to David Watson, esq. of Louisa, who at. 
tended to such causes as remained on the docket of 
that county, in which I had been employed; and to 
Walter Leake, late governor of Mississippi, who 
attended to my unfinished business in the counties 
of Fluvanna and Amherst. These intentions oj 
mine to decline practice in those courts, and re. 
inove from Virginia, were made known in my dis. 
trict six months before I took my departure, and 
yet, strange to tell, not one of my restless creditors, 
whom it seems to have been my purpose “to evade 
and bilk,”’ took the precaution, (which would have 
suggested itself to any prudent man under such 
circumstances) to demand bail of me to secure the 
payment of his debt. 


I can only say that, if any man who is not no- 
toriously depraved has originated the rumors of 
which you have spoken relative to my removal from 
Virginia, he deserves my pity and the contempt of 
all mankind; but if any political partisan, who struts 
a “saint in crape, and twice a saint in lawn,”’ bask- 
ing in the sunshine of a corrupt adi:inistration, 
with the design to lessen my standing in society, 
shall have ventured to give currency to these in- 
famous and ridiculous rumors, he will deserve stil! 
more the merited punishment of a scoundrel. | 
repeat what I have often said on former occasions 
when assailed by party malice for pelitical efiect, 
that there does not live a man on earth, or the re- 
presentative of one who is dead, who can allege 


One 


| with the coloring of truth that I ever did, to him or 


his ancestors, an intentional wrong; and, if without 
intention, I may have done an injury to any human 
being, 1 pledge myself, without regard to the lapse 
of time, to make amends by restoring to the injur- 
ed person four fold. No attempt to establish any 
such fact has ever been made, ever will be made, 
or ever can be made; because no such case has 
ever arisen in the progress of my active intercourse 
with society. 

I beg pardon for the prolixity ef this address, 
which has grown out of what I deemed a proper 
sensibility on the subjects which it embraces. 

I have lived, thank God, once more to give the 
lie to calumniators; and I leave it to your judgment 
and discretion to make such use of this communice- 
tion as a proper respect for truth and the vindica- 
tion of my character, which has been so cruelly 
and unjustly assailed, may, in your opinion, de- 
mand.~ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, GEO. POINDEXTER. 





ABOLISHMENT OF THE SLAVE TRADE 
IN THE PORTUGUESE DOMINIONS. 
‘rom the Washington ‘ Globe.” 

The following decree of the queen of Portuga!, 
abolishing the slave trade within her dominions, 
together with the report upon which it was founded, 
has been communicated to the department of state 
by the charge d’affaires of that country. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARIES OF STATE TO THE 
QUEEN, 

Mapam: The civilization of Africa has been, 1" 
these latter times, the anxious wish of the wise and 
of the philanthropist; nor has it less occupied the 
diligent care of the principal governments which, 
in the old and new continents, are foremost in 1!- 
provements, and in promoting the welfare of the 
human race; while Portugal, which had for ages 


time for a generation to have passed away. Thus, labored in this great work, instead of forwarding: 


you will perceive that I was not bankrupt, but left | 


obstructs it. 
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© Africa, our more natural field of action. 


B Portuga 


‘that the principal, and nearly the only immediate 


Commerce was a secondary object, though also a 
© civilizing medium, and domination a consecutive 


political measures, belonged to the age, not to the 
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————— 
The first title which our great kings, the august 





ances |, was that Of: Beyond the sea in Africa, 


nd of lords of Guinea. The Portuguese arms, 
ae by our navigators, and directed by the bold 
science of our astronomers, sallied forth from this 
extremity of Europe to conquer and to civilize. 
They first appeared in the waters of Centa; then, 
assing the dreaded cape Bojador, they did not 
delay gaining the fertile regions: watered by the 
Senegal, the Cambia and the Zaire; whence de- 
scending to, and doubling the Storiny Cape, dis- 
covered the eastern shores of the immense African 
aninsula; along the coast of which they established 
factories, constructed forts, and conquered nations. 

In relation to deeds in Africa, as upon many 
others, the Portuguese have been calumniated by 
modern historians, who have represented our war- 
riors and navigators trafficing, sword in hand, with 
the property and the lives of discovered people. 
And yet there is not a single document, in all the 
course of our first discoveries, which does not prove 


view of the Portuguese government was the civili- 
zation of the inhabitants, by means of the gospel. 


necessity, not a design. 
Taz errors of religious doctrine, and the vice of 
yen. 2 
India first, then Brazil, caused us to forsake 
But the 





> colonization of Brazil and the exploration of its | 


> which had obtained their share of America, became 
’ the greatest enemies of the civilization of Africa, 
- which we alone, with great sacrifice of life and 


- complices, who afterwards so highly reproved us, 


offended in a greater degree, and more shamefully. | 7 . . : 
fend yes ly -manifested on his arrival in the Portuguese terri- | 


wines, and soon the iaterest of all the other powers | 
' 


treasure, had commenced. 

The slave trade is certainly an indelible stain in 
the history of modern nations; but we were not the 
chief, nor the only, nor even the most guilty. Ac- 





5 . 7 *,* 
To correct the evil don; to prevent its repetition, | 


is advantageous to your majesty’s crown, because 
the do:ninions we still possess in that. part of the 
world are more extensive, important and valuable, 
than of any European nations in Austral Africa. 
Their value should not be rated by their present 
condition, but by that of which they are suscepti- 
ble. Their present state is owing, not only to the 


mismanagement which then prevailed at homme, in | 


the mother country, but also to the almost exclusive 
attention directed in favor of Brazil. 

The natives of Africa were seized and trans- 
ported beyond the Atlantic, to enrich an extensive 
country whose inhabitants rejected civilization. It 
is upon record, that there once existed in the island 
of St. Thomas seventeen sugar plantations which 
the government of Portugal had destroyed, that 
they might not prejudice the culture of the cane, 
waich it then promoted in Brazil. 

There are rich mines of gold, copper, iron and 
of precious stones, in our African provinces. We 
can there cultivate whatever America produces. 
We possess lands of the greatest fertility in the 
Cape Verd islands, in Guinea, Angola and in Mo- 


zambique. Large navigable rivers fertilize some | 


of these provinces, and facilitate commercial in- 
tercourse. In those vast territories we can raise, 


upon a large scale, the sugar cane, rice, indigo, | 


cotton, coffee, cocoa, in short, all the articles known 
as colonial; and all the plants of the Moluccas 
and of Ceylon, which produce spices in such abun- 
dance as not only to suffice for the consumption of 
Portugal, but also for exportation to other markets 
of Europe, in large quantities, and cheaper than 
America ean afford; forthe African cultivator will 
hot be compelled to seek for and purchase laborers 
brought over from beyond the Atlantic, as the Bra- 
zilian is, who pays high prices—still enhanced by 
the risks of contraband—for the slaves whom he 
employs. 

_ Let us encourage the colonization of Europeans 
In Africa; the development of their industry, the 
employinent of their capital, and in a few short 
years we may expect to reap the same advantages 
Which formerly were obtained from our colonies. 
Dat this requires a thorough reformation of our 
colonial laws. 

_ If we are to judge of a system of legislation by 
its results, none other is more defective than that 
of our possessions. 
the dominion of Portugal, and yet little have they 
alvaneed in civilization from the time of the con- 


‘lest; while, as a contrast, the neighboring colony | 
of the Cane of Good Hope, in a much shorter | liable for the amount of the same. 


Period, has increased in white 


population, and in 
wealth, . 


tors of your majesty, added to that of king of | ing commenced by Senhor D. John II, was reserv- 
ed for age majesty. The civilization of Africa, 
that w 
ed of, is less difficult to the queen of Portugal, who 
holds in her hands the keys of the principal doors 
by which it can enter, and whose authority is obey- 
ed ina large portion of that extensive continent, in 
many parts of its interior, even situated at more 
than two hundred leagnes distant from the sea- 


of Portugal opened the road fer civilization, which 


» get: - ‘ : | tory. 
is, then, required of Portuguese honor; and it also| ~ - 


For ages have they been under | was made, for the purpose of enacting, by legal 


The glory of proceeding with the great undertak- 


ich so many powerful nations have despair- 


bord. With the saine facility that the sovereigns 
no other potentate ventured to undertake, so can 
they inure to that climate, and foster in those re- 
gions, this beneficent plant. 


As an indispensable preliminary to all these mea- 
sures which, in unison with the general cortes of 
the nation, your majesty’s wisdom, religion and 
humanity will adopt for this great object, your 
majesties secretaries of state have this day the 
honor to propose to your majesty, in the following 
project of adecree, the full and complete abolition 
of the traffic ia slaves in the Portuguese dominions. 

epartment of state for foreign affairs, December 
10th, 1836. (Signed), 

Viscount SA Da BaAnpeErra, 

Awtonta MANOEL Lores VrierrA DE Castro, 

Manoet Da Sitvn Passos. 


DECREE. 

Taking into consideration the report of the se- 
cretaries of state of all the departments, I aim pleas- 
ed to decree as foliows: 

Arr. 1. The exportation of slaves is prohibited, 
either by sea or by land, in ail the Portuguese do- 
minions without exception, whether lying to the 
south or north of the equator, from the day of the 
publication of the present decree in the capital of 
each of the said dominions. 

Art. 11. The importation of slaves by sea is 
likewise prohibited, under whatever pretext it may 
be undertaken. 

§ Every slave imported by land shall be duly 


Art. 111. The exportation or importation of 
slaves made by a colonist, either a Portuguese or a' 
‘foreigner, who from one country in Africa subject 
\to my crown, establishes himself in another of its 


‘dominions, either on the continent or African is- 





ilands, shall form an exception to the provisions of | 


articles one and two. 
| § The importation of slaves by sea, made by a 
colonist, either a Portuguese or a foreigner, who 
‘from a country not subject to my crown, shall 
‘come to reside in any of its dominions in Africa, 
shall also be an exception to the rule established by 
article two. 

Art. tv. The privilege granted by article three, 
in principio, of this decree, shall be regulated in the 
following manner: 

§1. The number of slaves exported or imported, 
shall never exceed ten. 
| §2. Prior to the exportation, the owner of the 
slaves shall declare, before the collector of the port 
of embarcation, the number of slaves he proposes 
taking with him, giving bonds with sureties to the 
amount of double the value of the said slaves, tru- 
ly to land them at the place of destination, which 
shall previously be designated by the said owner. 

§3. As evidence of the fulfilment of the above, 
there shall be a book in the custom heuse for the 
special purpose of entering the declaration of the 
proprietor of the slaves, and for the bond signed by 
him and his sureties. 

§4. The collector of the port, where the forego- 
ing entry shall have been made, shall transmit an 
authentic copy of the same, and officially sealed, to 





by said owner. 
"§5. On producing the certificate of the collector 
of the port of destination, attesting the landing and 
presentment of the said slaves, the owner thereof 
may require the bond given at the custom house of 
the port from whence he sailed to be cancelled: 
which shall be immediately granted. 
§6. In the event of the owner and the slaves not 
making their appearance, within six months after 
the date of the entry referred to in 93, before the 
collector of the customs of the port the said owner 
declared to be his destination, the said collector 
shall officially communicate the same to the collec- 
‘tor of the customs of the port where the said entry 





' means, the amount of the bond. 
§7. The surety, on proving the shipwreck or 
death of the principal to the bond, shall not be held 


Proof being adduced of the death of all the slaves 


the collector of the port of destination, as declared | 


be exempt from all responsibility, or from the cor- 
responding pes of his security. 


rT. v. For every slave exported in the manner 


prescribed in article 3, in principio, the same duties 
shall be levied and paid as when the exportation of 
slaves was permitted. 


§1. The same duties shall be levied and paid for 


every slave imported as prescribed in the § of said 
article 3. 


§2. The same duties shall be levied and paid for 


every slave imported by land. 


Art. vi. Passports shall not be delivered to mer- 
chant vessels bound to African territories south of 
the twentieth degree of north latitude, unless the 
owners and masters shall have entered into bonds 
not to receive slaves on board said vessels, except 
ach as are perinitted to be transported by arti- 
cle 3. 

ArT. vit. Portuguese and foreign vessels which, 
in the ports of these kingdoms, adjacent islands, 
and other parts of the monarchy, are fitting out 
for Atrica south of the twentieth degree of north 
latitude, shall be visited on the day of their de- 
parture by the civil authority of the port, aceom- 
panied by one of the principal officers of the cus- 
tom house, or, in their absence, by an officer of 
trust, who, on their responsibility, shall scrupu- 
lously and vigilantly examine the vessel; on find- 
ing no cause for suspicion, the vessel shall be per- 
mitted to depart. 

§1. In the event, however, of finding articles 
which indicate that the vessel is to be engaged in 
the slave trade; the article shall be seized as contra- 
band, and the parties concerned in the vessel, the 
master, mate, and shippers thereof, shall incur the 
penalties hereinafter mentioned (art. 17). 

§2. After the visit shall have taken place, no- 
thing can be received on board the vessel. 


§3. In the event of condemnation not following, 
and yet suspicions remain of th? vessel being des- 


| tined for the slave trade, the competent authority 


may require the parties concerned in the same to 
enter into sufficient bond not to engage in the said 
trade. 

§4. If within eighteen months there be no infor- 
mation given, or accusation framed against the 
principal to the bond, it shall be cancelled; and it 
shall likewise be cancelled, even if the party shall 
have been indicted within that period, but after- 
wards absolved. 

Arr. vitt. The articles which are considered 
indicative of the vessel being designed for the slave 
trade, are mentioned in the list annexed to this de- 
cree, forming part thereof, and signed this day by 
the secretary of state for foreign affairs, president 
of the council of ministers. 


Art. 1x. The passports of merchant vessels 
bound to the said territories in Africa, shall contain 
an express clause, that in the event of being found 
infringing this decree, by the armed vessels of Por- 
tugal, they shall be liable to capture. 


Art. x. On arriving in any port of the said ter- 
ritories, and immediately after coming toan anchor, 
the masters of merchant vessels shall send the ves- 
sel’s passport to collector, who shall keep it until 
the vessel shall depart. 


§1. On the day the vessel is to depart, the col- 
lector shall confide the said passport to a custom 
house officer—for whom he shall be responsible— 
who, on going on board and finding, after exami- 
nation, that the vessel carries noslaves except such 
as mentioned in article 3, nor articles enumerated 
in the list annexed to this decree, shall deliver the 
said passport to the master when in the act of get- 
ting under way, and after weighing anchor. And 
the said officer shall, in writing, communicate the 
execution of his commission to the collector, who 
shall have this document kept among the récords of 
the custom house. 


§2. But should the said officer find slaves on 
board, whose exportation is prohibited by this de- 
cree, or any of the articles mentioned in the afore- 
said list, he shall cause the vessel to be detained, 
and shall communicate the same in writing to the 
collector, that proceedings may be instituted ac- 
cording to the same decree. 

Art. xt. In all cases of transgression against 
the provisions of this decree, the loss of the slaves 
who were the object of the transgression shall be 
incurred. 

§1. All slaves thus forfeited shall immediately 
be free, and the competent authority shall grant to 
them, ex officio, certificates of freedom, under the 
penalties of privation from office in case of non- 
compliance. 

§2. The law is the guardian of the liberated 
slaves, and the proper authority shall, by public 
auction, hire them out to masters mechanics who 
shall undertake to learn them their respective 








manifested, or of part thereof, the surety shall also 





trades. 






























































































ee a 
4 re ee 










































































































































































aie, 
ne wo tesa” ane 
a ee nie 
a 


0 Tee ae tne 
DE tle apne’ «ops pnt “Ae Benagaget ai F Kigey OE Hes. 





1i2 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—APRIL 29, 1837—LOGGING IN MAINE. 











Art. xtr. In all cases where, in accordance with 
the preceding article, forfeiture of the slaves is in- 
curred; if in the act of apprehension, they be not 
all taken, or part of them, sequestration shall fol- 
low upon the goods and chattels of the owners, 
purchasers, venders, or conductors of the same who 
shall answer, in solidum, for the value of the miss- 
ing slaves. 

§1. The value of the missing slaves shall be re- 
gulated by the market price for the best slaves at 
the time of sequestration, 

§2. The sequestration shall be so executed as 
to insure the whole extent of the responsibility, ac- 
cording to the multiplied value of the missing 
slaves, in conformity with the penalties imposed 
upoa smugglers. 

Art. xt1t. Non-compliance with the provisions 
of the § of article 2, besides the forfeiture of the 
slaves, shall be punished with the other penalties 
imposed upon smugglers, which shall be applied in 
their diderent degrees, according to the agegrava- 
tion of the circumstances. 

Art. xiv. In all cases of omission, or want of 
exactness in complying with the provisions of arti- 
cle 4, the collector shall incur the penalty which 
a “~ adjudged to him, according to the degree of 

is guilt. 

§1. The minimum of the penalty shall be a fine 
of four hundred milreis. 

$2. The maximum, a fine of twelve hundred mil- 
reis, deprivation of ofiice, with inability to hold any 
other. 

Art. xv. Every master or captain of a vessel 
found south of the twentieth degree of north lati- 
tude, and at a shorter distance than two hundred 
miles from the continent of Africa, without the 
passport prescribed in article 6, or against whom, 
proof shail be adduced of having taken that course 
without the said passport, shail be condemned to 
the galleys for three years; and the owners, captain 
or master, of the said vessel, shall be compelled to 
pay, in solidum, a tine equal to one-half the value of 
the said vessel. 

Art. xvi. The omission or neglect of the civil 
authority, custoin house officer, or other officer | 
mentioned in article 7, shall be punished with a 
fine of six hundred milreis, to be paid by each and 
every one. 

» Should there be evidence of connivance, the 
fine shall be threefold, with deprivations of piaces 
and offices, and inability to hold any other. 

Ant. xvir. The punishment imposed on smug- 
glers shal] be inflicted on the transgressors of the 
provisions contained in §1 and 2 of article 7. 

§ In the cases provided for in this article, an 
embargo shall immediately be laid on the vessel 
and cargo, a3 security for the payment of the,fines 
which the captain or master, mates, owners and 
shippers, of the same, may have incurred, and for 
which they shall all be liable, in solidum. 

Art. xviit. The custom house officer, in the 
case of S1 of article 10, who shall give a false re- 
port, shall lose his place, remain unfit for any other, 
and pay a fine of four hundred milreis. 

The collector who shall have employed the 
officer who gave the false report, should it have 
proceeded from his neglect, shall also pay a fine of 
six hundred milreis; and should connivance be 
proved, the fine shall be threefold, with depriva- 
tion of office, and inability to hold any other. 

Ant. xtx. In the event of evidence being ad- 
duced that, on account of the omission or neglect of 
the governors, or principal authorities, acting for 
the same, in any territory of the Portuguese doini- 
nions, the exportation or importation of slaves has 
taken place, provided it be not in accordance with 
article 3, the same shall incur the loss of their 
respective places, with inability, for the space of 
five years, to hold any other: and, when connivance 
shall have been proved, besides the payment of a 
fine not less than two thousand, nor over five thou- 
sand imilreis, the same shall be transported for the 
term of five years, to a fortress in the interior of 
Africa. 

§1. The captains, or masters, and mates of ves- 
sels engaged in the slave trade, and all other indi- 
viduals einployed in the purchase or sale of the 
slaves for such vessels, and in the shipment of the 
same, shall be condemned to the galleys for not less 
than two nor more than five years, and to a fine not 
less than five hundred, nor over two thousand mil- 
reis, severally, and in solidum. 

§2. All other persons found on board of vessels 
engaged in the above trade, and not included in the 
preceding §, shall be condemned to serve not less 
than two nor over four years, on board the armed 
vessels of the state, without pay, and in the grade 
which shall have been adjuged to them, according 
to their respective guilt. 

Anr. xx. Any infringement of the provisions of 
this decree is declared to be a public crime, and its: 


' 





prosecution a special duty of the royal attorneys 
and their delegates, under the penalty of suspen- 
sion from office; and, it shall also be competent for 
any and every individual to prosecute, or give in- 
formation of said infringements. 

Art. xxr. In reference to violations of this decree 
there is no prescription for the special cognizance 
of the same, or for imposing the penalties. 


Art. xxu1. The judges of criminal courts of the 
respective districts shall be the competent authorities 
to take cognizance of transgressions against this 
decree; but from their decision, the public prosecu- 
tor can always appeal to the supreme tribunal of 
commerce of the kinadog: 

§. The judges of criminal courts, as well as the 
tribunal, shall proportion, with due regard to jus- 
tice, the penalties within the jimits prescribed in 
this decree. 

Art. xxirr. The consuls and vice consuls of 
Portugal in foreign ports, where Portuguese vessels 
may arrive, are charged with the execution of the 
present decree; and, on finding any infringement of 
the same, may request from the competent authori- 
ty of the country an embargo upon the vessel and 
the arrest of the guilty, causing afterwards the 
vessel, the nett and the cargo to be sent to 
Lisbon, at the disposal of the state department of 
the navy, for the matter to be investigated by the 
competent authority. 

§1. The consul or vice consul against whom 
proof shall have been given, of omission in the exe- 
cution of the present article, shall be punished with 
the loss of office, and be incapable of serving in any 
other. 

§2. In the event of connivance, besides ineurring 
the penalties of the preceding §, he shall pay a fine 
vot less than two thousand nor over five thousand 
milreis. 

Art xxiv. The sums arising from all fines and 
forfeited bonds, shall go one-half to the treasury, 
and one-hali deposited in a coifer, for the benefit of 
the liberated slaves, who in virtue of this decree 


$1. The municipal chambers of the respective 
districts shall be the adininistrators of this coffer, 
aud shall report the management thereof to the 
proper authority. 

§2. In cases of private information, the amount 
shall be divided in three parts, one-third for the 
treasury, one-third for the cotter of the liberated 





§3. [n cases of seizure on land or in port, prior 
to the division prescribed in the preceding 6, there 
shail be deducted the amount which the law awards | 
to those who made the seizure. | 

§4. In cases of capture at sea, the division of the 
prize shall be made according to existing laws and 
regulations. 

Art. xxv. The present decree shall be published | 
in the usual form, by the governors of the ultra. | 
marine provinces, so soon as it shall have been 
received by them; forwarding besides, one copy of 
the same to each of the municipal chambers, the re- | 
spective custom houses, and to the judges of crimi- 


shall have obtained their certificate cf freedom. 


: ; | chimney. 
slaves, and the other for the informer. q 





nal causes. 
§. The department of state for foreign affairs | 
shall transmit copies of the present decree to the | 
legations, and to the consular agencies of Portugal 
in foreign countries. 
The secretaries of state of all the departments | 
shall so understand it, and cause it to be executed. 
Palace das Necessidades, December the 10th 
1836. THE QUEEN. 
VISCOUNT DE SA DA BANDEIRA. 
Antonio Manvuet Lopes ViEerrA DE Castro. 
MANUEL DE SILva Passos. 


List OF THE ARTICLES, which, when found on 
board any vessel, are to be deemed indications that 
it is to be engaged in the slave trade, and shall sub- 
ject it to the provisions of the decree, dated Decem- 
ber 10, 1836, of which this list forms a part: 

Ist. Hatches, with opened gratings, instead of! 
being closed as is customary on board of merchant | 
vessels, 

2d. A flushed deck, compartments, or more nu- 
merous divisions than are customary, or necessary 
on board of vessels engaged in lawful trade. 

3d. Cut and prepared lumber for a temporary 
flooring between decks, as is the practice on board 
of slavers. 

4th. Neck-rings, hand-cuffs, thumb-screws, or 
chains. 

5th. A greater quantity for water in casks or 
tanks, than is needed for the use of the crew of a 
merchantma 

6th. An extreorcinary quantity of pipes or bar- 
rels to contain liqnics, provided the captain do not 
exhibit a certificate from the custom house where 
he cleared, showing that the owners of the vessel 


| 
| 


9 | 








ee 
gave bonds, and that said pipes or barrels a; 
tended for palm or fish oil, or for any other | 
trade. 

7th. A greater number of mess tubs, platters 
trays, than is required for the use of ti an 
merchantman. 

Sth. A boiler of larger dimensions than Usual 
and larger than necessary for the use of the crew 
or sundry boilers in a greater number than heeded 
for the same object. 

9th. An extraordinary quantity of rice, bean 
beef, salt fish, corn meal, tlour of mandioca, or of 
any kind, besides what is necessary for thie suse, 
nance of the crew; provided these articles are hot g 
part of the cargo; and, as such, included jp the 
manifest. 

Department of state of foreign affairs, Decenbo, 
10, 1836. 

(Signed ) 

VISCOUNT DE SA DA BANDEIP, » 
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LOGGING IN MAINE. 
Froin the North American Review. 

When a lumberer has concluded to log on a par. 
ticular tract, the first step is to go with a part of 
his hands, and select suitable situations for builains 
his camps. In making this selection, his object j, 
to be as near as possible to the best clumps of tix. 
ber he intends to haul, and to the streams into 
which he intends to haul it. He then proceeds (y 
build his camps, and to cut out and ciear out bis 
principal roads. The camps are built of logs, be. 
ing a kind of log houses. They are made abou; 
three feet high on one side and eight or nine on the 
other, with a roof slanting one way. The root js 
made of shingles, split out of green wood, and laid 
upon rafters. ‘The door is made of such boards as 
can be manufactured out of a log with an axe. 
Against the tallest side of the camp is built the 
chimney; the back being formed by the wail of the 
camp, and the sides made by green logs, piled w 
for jams, about eight feet apart. The chimney sel- 
dom rises above the rocf of the camp; though 
some, Who are nice in their architectural notions, 
sometimes carry it up two or three feet higher. i 
is obvious, from the construction, that nothing but 
the greenness of the timber prevents the camp from 
being burnt up immediatcly. Yet the great fires 
that are rapt up, make but little impression, in the 
course of the winter, upon the back or sides of the 
A case, however, happened within a 
year or two, where a camp took fire in the night, 
and was consumed, and the lumiberers in it were 
burnt to death. Probably the shingle roof’ had be- 


come dry, in which case a spark would kindle it, 


and the flames would spread over it in a moment. 
Parallel to the lower side of the building, and 

about six fect from it, a stick of timber runs on the 

gronnd across the camp. The space between this 


and the lower wall is appropriated to the bedding; 


the stick of timber serving to confine it in its piace. 
The bedding consists of a layer of hemlock boughs 
spread upon the ground, and covered with such old 
quiits and blankets, as the tenants can bring away 
froin their homes. The men camp down together, 
with their heads towards the lower wall and_ their 
feet towards the fire. Before going to bed they re- 
plenish their fire; some two or more of them being 
employed in putting on such logs, as with their 
handspikes they can manage to pile into the chim- 
ney. As the walls of the building are not very tight, 
the cool air plays freely round the head of the 
sieeper, making a difference of temperature be- 
tween tue head and the feet not altogether agrees 
ble to one unused to sleep in camps. A_ rough 
bench and table complete the furniture of the estab- 
lishment. A camp very similar, though not s 
large in its dimensions, is built near for the oxen. 
On the top of this the hay is piled up, giving 1! 
some warmth, while it is convenient for feeding. 
A large logging concern will require a number 
of camps, which will be distributed over the tract, 
so as best to accommodate the tiinber. One camp 
serves generally for one or two teams. <A feamt, 30 
ordinary logging parlance, expresses, not ouly the 
set of four or six oxen that draw the logs, but like- 
wise a gang of men employed to tend them. It 
takes from three or four to seven or eight men, 1 
keep one team employed; one man being employe! 
in driving the cattle, and the others in cutting dew! 
the trees, cutting them into logs, barking then, 
and cutting and clearing the way to each tree.— 
The number of hands required, depends upon tee 
distance to be hauled inversely. That is, most 
hands are required when the distance is shortest; 
because the oxen, returning more frequently, _ 
quire their loads fo be prepared more expeditiourly- 
Having built their camps, or while building them. 
the main roads are to be cut ont. These run from 
the camps to the landing places, or some streain © 
eufficient size to float down the logs on the spm'2 
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shot Other roads are cut to other clumps of 
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ae per. They are inade by cutting and clearing 
wt et h, and such d old log 

way the underbrush, and such trees and old logs 


may be in the way, to a sufficient width for the 
am of oxen, With the bob-sled and timber on it, 
er yass conveniently. The bob-sled is made to | 
Re one end of the timber only; the other drags 
an the pra? gre the bark 3 chipped off, 
| the lox may slip along more easily. 

hgh paused to the woods dhen the first 
jews come, with the hands who are not already 
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break them up. The persons who undertake it 
must go on to the mass oi logs, work some out with 
their pick oles, cut some to pieces, attach ropes to 
others to be hauled ont by the hands on shore, and 
they must be on the alert to watch the movement 
of the starting of the timber, and exercise all their 
activity to get clear of it, before they are carried off 
in its tumultuous rush. 

Some weeks, more or less, according to the dis- 
tance, spent in this way, brings the timber to the 
neighborhood of the saw milis. <A short distance 
above Oldtown, on the Penobscot, there is a boom 
established, extending across the river, for the pur- 
pose of stopping all the logs that come down. It 
is made by a fioating chain of logs connected by 
iron links, and supported at suitable distances, by 
solid piers built in the river; without this it would 
be impossible to stop a large part of the logs, and 
they would be carried on the freshet down the river, 
and out to sea. ‘The boom is owned by an indivi- 





dual, who derives a large profit from the boomage, 


which is thirty-five cents per thousand on all logs 
coming into it. ‘Che booin cost the present owner 
about $40,000. He has offered it forsale for 45,000. 
It is said the net income from it last year, was 


| $15,000. 





Here all the logs that come down the Penobscot, 
are collected in one immense mass, covering many 
acres, where is intermingled the property of all the 
owners of tiiaber lands, in all the broad region that 
is watered by the Penobscot and its branches, from 
the east line of Canada, above Moosehead lake, on 
the one side, to the west line of New Brunswick on 
the other. Here the timber remains, till the logs 





Cans, ; lj T! lj Lat sein. 
OF of here, and the supplies. ‘The supplies consist prin 
Uste. cipally of pork and flour for the men, and Indian 
hota iimeal lor the oxen. Some beans, tea and molasses, 
1 the Mare added. Formerly hogsheads of rum were con- 
sijered indispensable, and I have before me a bill 
uber [MEeof supplies for a logging concern of three teams in 
1327-28, in which I find one hundred and eighty 
gallons of ruin charged. But of late, very few re- 
A,’ spectable lumberers take any spirits with them.— 
And the logging business is consequently carried 
on with much more method, economy and profit.— 
The pork and flour must be of the best quality.— 
par. Lumberers are seldon content to take any of an in- 
it of ferior sort; and even now, when flour is twelve dol- 
ding arg a barrel, they are not to be satisfied with the 
‘t js Me coarser bread stulfs. 
timp. Hay is procured as near to the camps as possible. 
into But as most of the timber lands are remote from 
is to settlements, it is generally necessary to haul ita 
hig considerable distance. And, as it must be pur- 
be. [Mee chased of the nearest settlers, they are enabled to 
out ee obtain very bigh prices. From twelve to twenty 
the dollars per ton is usually paid. When the expen- 
if is ses of hauling it to the camp is added, the whole 
laid ee cost is frequently as high as thirty dollars a ton, 
eas [Ee and sometimes much higher. Owners of timber 
»— B® lands ata distance from settlements, may make a 
the Je great saving, by clearing up a piece of their land, | 
the [Ree and raising their own hay. 
wy Some ene of the hands, who has not so much effi- 
se). J ciency in getting timber, as skill ia kneading bread 
rch fee and frying pork, is appointed to the office of cook. 
ns, Je Salt pork, flour, bread and tea, constitute the regu- 
it FE lar routine of the meals varied sometimes with salt 
but a fish or salt beef. Potatoes are used when they can 
om fe dehad. Now and then, perhaps, when the snow 
rey I is deep, they catch a deer and live on venison. 
the Je The men are employed through the day in cut- 
(he fe ting the timber and driving the teams. In the 
a HE evening some take care of the oxen; some cut 
ht, A wood for the fire; then they amuse themselves 
ere J With stories and singing, or in other ways, until 
bee FE they feel inclined to turn in upon the universal 
it 2 bed. On Sundays the employer claims no control | 
_ over their time, beyond the taking care of the cat- 
ng Ee tle, the fire and the cooking. On this day, they do | 
he JB their washing and mending; some employ them- | 
‘is selves besides, in seeking timber, and some in hunt- | 
i; JE ing partridges; whilst some remain in the camp and 
e, Je read the Bible. 
bs They remain in the woods from the commence- 
4d e ment of sledding, some time in December, until 
ay Je Some time in March; in the course of which month, 
, Je their labors are usually brought to a close, either by | 
ir FB the snow’s getting too shallow or too deep. If 
- there are heavy thaws, the snow runs off, not leav- 
ig J's enough to make good hauling. If, on the other 
re hand, it gets to be four or five feet deep, the oxen 
)»» JB Cannot break through it, to make the path which it is 
t, 2 hecessary to form, in order to get at each individual 
ie i tree, T he men and teams then leave the woods.— 
. a So:netimes one or two remain, to be at hand, when 
: the streams open. 1 know one, who last winter 
bh EE stayed by himself in the woods, fifteen or twenty | 
». | mies from the nearest habitation, for the space of 
o ee twenty-eight days; during which time he earned 


: [eu FA . . ° ° ~ ° . . 
1. [E %=93 by getting in timber with his axe alone, being 


it ie a for it at the same rate per thousand that 
fe lumberers were, in getting it in with their 
+ — ‘ams. He found some berths in the banks of the | 
, [E) ‘team, where all that was necessary was to fell the 
» & ‘ee so that it should fall directly upon the water, 
1 and there cut it into logs to be ready for running. 
e  . When the streams are opened, and there isa suf- 
. ficient freshet to float the timber, another gang, 
t ® called “river drivers,” take charge of it, It is their 
» & °Stness to start it from the banks, and follow it 
i —B ©own the river, clearing off what lodges against 
» BB Tcks, pursuing and bringing back the sticks that 


: * Sp wild amonz the bushes and trees, that cover the 
. the lands adjoining the river, and breaking up jams 
» ‘oct fori in narrow and shallow places. A jam is 


> by obstacles in the river catching some of 
we 


i 
Cow, e e e 6 . 
“OWn, and so the mass increases until a solid dam is 


¥ Pile which entirely stops up the river, and pre- 
ae the further passave of any logs. ‘These dams 
We most frequently formed at the top of some fall. 
And it is often a service that requires much skill 
24 boldness, and is attended with much danger to 


ye eet 


ee 


SS 2 —-_ ~~ 


Cc ; | . 4 . . . 
sticks, which in their turn catch others coming | 


can be sorted out for each owner, and rafted together 
ito be floated to the mills, or other places below. 
Rafting is the connecting the logs together, by 
cordage, which is secured by pins driven into each 
log, forming them into bands, like the ranks of a 
\regiment. This operation is performed by the owner 
‘ofthe boom. The ownership of the timber is as- 
'certained by the marks which have been chopped 
‘inte each log before it left the woods; each owner 
i having a mark, or combination of marks, of his 
‘own. When the boom is full, only the logs lowest 
idown can be got al, and the proprietors of others 
‘logs must wait weeks, sometimes months, before 
| they can get them out, to their great inconvenience 
land damage. 
| After the logs are raited, and out of the boom, 
a great part of them are lodged for convenience, in 
|a place called Pen Cove, which isa large and secure 
‘basin in the river, about two miles below the boom. 
| From this cove they can be taken out as they are 
| wanted, for the mills below. While in the boom, 
(and at other places on the river, they are liable to 
great loss from plunderers. ‘The owners or drivers 
\of logs will frequently smmuggle all that come in 
their way, without regard to marks. The owners or 
| conductors of some of the mills on the river, are 
‘said to be not above encouraging and practising this 
species of piracy. Indeed timber, in all its stages, 
iseems to be considered a fair object for plunderers, 
| from the petty pilferer who steals into the woods, 
fells a tree, cutsit into shingles and carries it out on 
ihis back, to the comparatively rich owner of thou- 
sands of doilars. 


is another rafting of the boards, which are floated 
down the river to Bangor, to be embarked on board 
ithe coasters for Boston. J 
subject fo much injury, first by the mode of catch- 











and more likely to be sound. Yet the saplings are 
said to make the harder and more durabie boards. 
‘The common sapling grows in iow lands, generally 

very thick, but is apt to be much of it rotten. The 

bull sapling is larger and sounder, grows on higher 

land, and mixed with hard wood. The Norway 

pine* is a much harder kind of timber than the 

others. It is seldom sawed into boards, though it 

makes excellent floor boards. But it is generally 

hewed into square timber. Inthe provinces it bears 
a higher price than the others. There is not much 

ol it brought to market, and it is not very abundant 
in the woods. The yellow pine is very scarce, if 
to be found at all in that region. 

I will conclude with some remarks upon the 

different modes of operating, made use of by own- 

ers of timber. There are three. One is, for the 
owner to hire his men by the menth, procure teams, 
and furnish them with equipmients and supplies. 

A second is, to agree with scme one or more indi- 
viduais to cut and haul the timber, or cut, haul, 
and run it, at a certain price per thousand feet. 

The third way is to sell the slumpage outright; that 
is, to sell the timber standing. 

The first mode is seldoin adopted, unless the 
owner of the timber is likewise a lumberer, and 
intends to superintend the business himself. The 
second mode is very common. It is considered the 
most saving to the owners, because the lumberer 
has no inducement to select the best timber, and 
leave all that is not of the first quality; to cut down 
trees and take a log, and leave others to rot that 
are not quite so good, but which may be vell 
| worth hauling. Its inconveniences are, that as the 
object of the lumberer is to get as large a quantity 
as possible, he will take trees that are not worth as 
much as the cost of getting them to market, and 
which, besides being of little value themseives, 
render the whole lot less saleable by the bad ap- 
pearance they give it. The owner too is subject to 
all the losses that may happen, in running the logs 
down the river. Very frequently he is obliged to 
make one contract to have the timber cut and 
hauled to the landing places, and another to have 
it run down; forthe river drivers are a distinct class 
from the lumberers. Most of them are indeed lum- 
berers. But itis but a small part of the luinberers, 
that are river drivers. A great part of the lumber- 
ers are farmers who must be on their farms at the 
season of driving, and therefore cannet undertake 
any thing but the cutting and hauling. They are 
paid for the number of thousand feet they deposite 
at the landing places; and the logs being surveyed, 
or sealed, as they are hauled, their object is to get 
as many thousand as possible on the landing places; 
while the river drivers may be very careless about 
getting them all down, and the owner may never 
receive nearly the quantity he has paid for cutting 
and hauling. In operating in this mode, the owner 
usually furnishes the supplies, provisions, &c.; and 
the lumberer procures the teains and hires the men. 
The owner commonly does not bind himself to pay 
before the logs get to market; and he frequently 
makes a contract for his supplies on the same con- 
dition, in which case he has to*pay from twenty- 
five to thirty-three per cent. more for his goods, 
than he wonld dealing on cash or common credit. 








When the logs have been sawn at the mills, there | Sometimes, when there is no freshet, the logs do 


not get down until the second year; and then the 
trader and Jumberer both suffer for want of their 


In this process they are | pay. 


The third mode is the simplest and easiest for the 


'ing them as they come from the mill sluices, the |owner. He avoids all trouble of furnishing supplies 


spike in the end of it, which is repeatedly and un- 
mercifully driven into the boards, taking out per- 
haps, a piece at each time; secondly, by the holes 
made by the pins driven into the boards in rafting; 
and thirdly, by the rocks and rapids and shallows in 


up the boards as they descend. These inconve- 
niences will be partly remedied by the railroad now 
in operation, unless other inconveniences in the use 
of it should be found to overbalance them. 

The kinds of timber brought down our rivers are 
ees spruce, hemlock, ash, birch, maple, cedar, and 
vackmatack. 


ber pin, sapling, bull sapling, 


pre-eminent in the affections of the lumberers, be- 





oe ee —— - 


cause it is the largest tree, and makes fine large 
clear boards. They are soft and of yellowish cast.|owners at a distance will manage their concerns 
|The timber pine and saplings are the .ost common. | with least vexation by selling the stumpage pro- 
The former is generally preferred as being larger | vided that they have honest men to deal with. 


|rafters making use of a picaroon, or pole with a|of watching the timber on the river, and of looking 


out fora market. But he must havea man of some 
capital to deal with, as he furnishes bis own teams 
and supplies, and pays his men, receiving very 
heavy advances. The purchaser of it has no inter- 
est to cut the timber savingly, and he sometimes 


the river, breaking the rafts to pieces, and splitting | makes dreadful havoc among the trees, leaving a 


great deal of valuable stuff on the ground to rot. 
| And if he selects only the best trees in a berth, 
much of the timber left standing may be lost, be- 
cause no one will afterwards want to go into that 
berih, from which all the best trees have been cul- 
led. It is common now, in all large concerns, for 


Far the greater part of it is pine.— | the owner to employ a man to pass the winter in 
The lumberers inake about six kinds of pine; the camps, living alternately at one or another, for 
though they do not agree exactly in the classifica- | the purpose of sealing the logs, keeping a correct 
tion, or in the use of some of the names. The|account of them, and seeing that the timber is cut 
most common division is into pumpkin pine, tim-| according to the contract. — 


But, after all, there is 


*Norway, andjalways fonnd to be a considerable difference be- 
yellow or pitch pine. The pumpkin pine stands | tween timber cut by the thousand, and that which 


}is cut on stumpage. 


Each mode has its tronbles. But I think that 








. the two last, are varietics of white pine. 


* All the kinds here named, with the exception of 


—_ 








*This pine is called also red pine, from the color 
of its bark. 
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DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. robbed of seventeen hundred dollars and his panta- | selves, she can weather it—and win for 
Naval. Arrival of the Brandywine. The United | loons, by a traveller who slept in the same room. 


States frigate Brandywine, capt. Deacon, bearing 
the broad pendant of commodure Wadsworth, 93 
days from Callao, anchored in Hampton Roads on 
Saturday afternoon last—efficers and crew general- 
ly well. Passed midshipman Augustus W. Pre- 
vost, (late of the U. S. schooner Boxer), died of 
consumption on board of the Brandywine, on his 
return to the United States. 

The Brandywine has been absent from the Unit- 
ed States thirty-five months, having sailed froin 
Hampton Roads on the 20th of June, 1834. 

By the Brandywine the editors of the Norfolk 
Beacon learn.that the Chilian blockading squadron 
under the command of admiral Blanco was lying in 
the harbor of Callao; the admiral waiting instruc- 
tions from his governinent. Every thing was tran- 
quil in the interior when the Brandywine sailed. 

Santa Cruz continued at the head of affairs there, 
and would probably reinain so. 


The U. 8S. ship Fairfield, commander Mayo, 
bound to the coast of Brazil, went to sea from 
Hampton Roads on Tuesday morning with acrack- 
ing breeze from N. W. 


The United States ship Independence, was haul- 
ed off into the stream yesterday forenoon. She 
was originally a seventy-four gun ship, and built 
in this port; but she bas recently been razeed, and 
now mounts 64 guns. She is of admirable model, 
mounts 64 guns, will be able to carry the canvass 
of a 74, and is probably one of the very finest ships 
afloat of her class. She has also a set of officers in 
all respects equal to her own character. Commo- 
dore John B. Nicholson, her commander, has long 
been distinguished for his meritorious services, and 
lieutenant Alexander Slidell, her first lieutenant, is 
universally acknowledged to be one of the most 
talented and accomplished officers in the navy. 
His professional skill has been highly appreciated 
by the navy department and by his brother officers, 
while his various literary publications have been 
extensively admired, both in this country and in 
England. The Independence will first proceed to 
the north of Europe, as bearer of Mr. Dallas, envoy 
to the court of Russia, after which she will repair 
to, the Pacific Ocean, as the flag ship on the Bra- 
zilian station. She will carry with her the best 
wishes of every true citizen of the United States. 
She is expected to sail in about a week. 

[ Boston Gazeite. 

We learn from the Military and Naval Magazine, 
that a naval court martial, recently held in Phila- 
delphia, passed midshipman William C. Spencer 
was tried, and sentenced to be cashiered. Sentence 
approved 16th April, 1837. 

The United States ship Concord, capt. Mix, was 
at Matanzas on the 10th—officers all well. No pi- 
rates had been seen. 


Capt. Soule of the brig Ceylon from Cape Hay- 
tien, ashore at Nantucket, reports the names of the 
prisoners arrested at that place by the U. 8S. com- 
mercial agent, for the robbery of an American ves- 
sel at Turks Island in October or November last, to 
be James Hainilton, a white, and Thomas Brown, 
a black. They arrived at Cape Haytien in a boat 
and reported themselves destitute American sea- 
men, who had been wrecked. The circumstances 
have been published before, but the names were 
not given. 


Mortality of convicts at Sing Sing. Of seven con- 
victs sent to this prison from the sessions court last 
March, four have died of prison fever—contracted 
at Bellevue before they left. The names of the 
deceased are Nathaniel Williams, John Peterson, 
Ryan O’Brian alias Grant Brian, and Alexander 
Bowman. 

David F. Bates, of Albany, lately liberated from 
Bellevue, is also dead, it is said, of the same fever. 

[New York Star. 


Gov. Runnels of Miss. has been appointed by 
president Van Buren, a commissioner on the part 
of the United Stafes, to run the boundary line be- 
tween this country and Texas. 


The London Morning Advertiser is now printed 
by a steain engine which enables the proprietors to 
throw off 8,000 copies per hour. 


Daring robbery. The following particulars of a 
most daring robbery are copied from a postscript of 
the Juniata (Pa.) Free Press of the 19th inst. 

««Part of our edition of yesterday is not yet work- 
ed cif, and we stop our press to announce a most 
daring robbéry commiited in our town this morn- 
ing. Mr. Thomas Morrow, merchant of Water- 
ford, in this county, on his way to Philadelphia for 
gools, stopped at one of our hotels, waiting the ar- 
rival of one of the packets this morning, and was 





A reward of et dollars is otiered for the appre- 
hension of the thief and the recovery of the mo- 
ney. It is supposed the fellow left here for the east 
about daylight. He is described in a handbill as 
‘about twenty-five years of age, five feet eight or 
ten inches in height, sandy complexion, slender 
frame, quite freckled, and has lost one of his fore 
fingers.’ ” 


Dreadful slaughter and Cannibalism in New Zea- 
land, Late accounts state that the flax establishment 
of Mr. Jones at Sydney, was attacked by 800 of the 
natives of Waikattoo, Matamata and Touranga. Of 
120 in the establishment, every man was killed, and 
the women and children made prisoners, which latter 
were savagely butchered with tomahawks; their 
heads and limbs scattered about in every direction. 
On their return, they fell in with 13 of a hostile 
tribe whom they murlered and then feasted on their 
flesh which they baked in ovens. 


The way they work in Illinois. The Illinois Pa- 
triot gives an account of a citizen who received his 
timber from the mill, made a frame there from 15 by 
24 feet, raised it, shingled and weatherboarded it, put 
in windows and door frames, and partly painted the 
house—all in one day. 


Two lads fought at Louisville, a few days since 
with Bowie knives. One of them died in a few 
hours after being stabbed. 


A county without a lawyer. Warren county, Ili- 
nois, containing a population of 7,000, with thice or 
four thriving towns, and twelve or fifteen more 
staked out and in market, bas not a lawyer in it. 
It is not because the profession are ignorant of the 
fact, for attorneys are always among the first dis- 
coverers of western towns, and especially county 
seats, but from the almost total absence of litiga- 


tion. ‘Two or three lawyers have tried to live 
here,”’ said our informant, ‘but they had to clear 
out.” [Peoria Register. 


The packet ship Burgundy, which arrived at N 
York last week, brought out five hundred thou- 
sand francs in gold, part of the French indemnity, 
to the bank of America. 


A liberal donation. Josiah Horney, of Putnam 
county. Georgia, has presented to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in that section, as a donation, 
the handsome sum of FoRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, 
for the purpose of establishing another manual la- 
bor school, to be located in some of the south or 
south west counties of that state. 


Business for the lawyers. In Hinds county, Miss. 
there are 230 causes on the trial docket, and 500 on 
the appearance docket of the circuit court of that 


county! 


Wood. The following table, showing the weight 
of the different kinds of wood, therein named, per 
cord, and their proportionate value for fuel, con- 
tains the results of Bull’s experiments made at Phi- 
ladelphia, and may prove interesting to those who 
are curious in such matters. The trials were made 
ina small close room, and proved by thermoie- 
trical observations: 

Pounds per cord. Per cent. of com- 
parative value. 


Hickory, 4,469 100 
Pignut, 4,241 85 
Chesnut oak, 3,955 &6 
White oak, 3,321 81 
Red oak, 3,254 69 
Yellow oak, 2,919 60 
White ash, 8,540 77 
Black birch, 3,115 63 
White birch, 2,369 48 
Rock maple, 2,878 60 
White maple, 2,668 54 
Yellow pine 2,463 54 
Pitch pine, 1,904 43 
White pine, 1,868 42 


A market for bachelors. The Southern Literary 
Journal states that there are now in Charleston, S. 
C. four thousand three hundred and twenty unmar- 
ried ladies, between the ages of fifteen and fifty, 
nine hundred and seventy-one between fifteen and 
twenty, one thousand five hundred and seventy- 
eight from twenty tu thirty, one thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty from thirty to forty, and six hun- 
dred and fifty-seven from forty to fifty. 


Baltimore. The “Chronicle” of Thursday last 
says—We understand that, on his recent visit to 
this city, Mr. N. Biddle expressed the opinion, that, 
if Baltimore could weather the present storm, it 
would put her twenty years ahead of her sister 
cities. She can weather it! If her merchants and 
her banks are true to each other and true to them- 


























































hersejr 

bright distinction of being the only city on the the 
bord, which rode out, in safety, the rudest + 
that ever shipwrecked the commercial hope “p 
nation. We have high, animating, eNncourar 

prospects before us. Let no man falter; 
ian despair—let the strong support the wea. .” 
we will all weather the storm, and reach, in sale 
in honor and in the consciousness of a victorion 


issue of a deadly struggle, the haven of ease, secu i 


ty and plenty. New Yi 

The U. 8. circuit court, for the Maryland disty;, ‘National 
adjourned on Thursday last. The case of R . ommittee 
Whitney vs. Leaken and Barnes dic not come jy. Jaeeneets 
fore it, and is deferred until the next term, ~ ast, and ry 

Hon. Chilton Allan, member of the late CONsTeG bee 
from Kentucky, has been appointed by the Oven erview} 
of that state, president of the board of internal jg, rat tran: 
provement, to fill the vacancy occasioned by ti. Mim ,t the «*< 


resignation of judge Owsley. riting ths 


John Rendolph’s will. It is stated in the Aley, fempitent rep! 
andria Gazette, that Mr. John Randolph’s wijj « fiadds that 
1322, by which his slaves were liberated, has bee, Baltimore 
established by the court of appeals of Virginia, the icon 

modified, ¢ 


Mr. Cambreleng. The rumored appointment ¢ 
Mr. Cambreleng to a foreign embassy is incorroe; 
We make this statement on account of constajj; 
meeting with the report in our exchange papers, 

[N. Y. Evening os, 


ouse bon: 
onsistent 
ra session 
he conat 


pmergenc! 

Attempt at murder. The ss mail rider from The coi 
the north was waylaid by a ruffian on the nizht oj Me2Y even! 
the 22d inst. in an unfrequented spot, about thirty. IRemPt for 4 


five miles above Augusta, Georgia, and shot at x 
he passed. The ball penctrated his thigh; but re. 
taining his presence of mind, he kept his saddle, 
and quickening his speed was soon beyond the inijs. 
creant’s reach. 


VIRGIN 
sult of the 
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In consequence of this disgraceful outrage, the Whi: 
mail did not arrive at Augusta until about fou) Henry 
hours after the time. + Charles 

Trade of the western waters. By*way of eva a 
ling the reader to form some idea of the trae Tohn T 
of Pittsburgh, the Daily Advocate of that city, 7 tM ! 
presents the subjoined list of steamboat arrivals F A adbe 
and departures, since the opening of the navigation, B ~ 
about the middle of February: a 

Arrivals. Depurlure. B 

Louisville and Cincinnati, 89 89 +: 

New Orleans, 1} 8 

Wabash river, 5 (j 

Nashville, 7 10 ) Penns 

St. Louis, 18 34 Geoastitut 

Kanawha, 1 argo] 

Hlinois, 3 1 panizedt 

Independence, Mo. 1 8 agen (for 

Florence, l 6}, Clart 

Galena, 2 Pyvoting),. 

Peoria, I!linois river, ] er ics. 

Fort Smith or Coffee, ] . ial 

° . ecient; Vit 

Marion city, ae a Pitre 

Total, 135 157 ae, the 

Among the departures, were fourteen new boats, Be °"ter © 
averaging upwards of 500 tons burthen, which ae F vg 1. 
said to have been laden principally with articles B 7e"" ¥% 
manufactured in the city and neighborhood of Pitts Ps he 
burgh—the American Birmingham. Bei 

station 

Bank notes. The impression seems to gall Dne wht 
oy that the interdiction of the circulation Four cou: 

ank notes of small denominations is a gener itizens 

grievance, instead of being a convenience to any associat 

but the officers of the banks. The following, {row all of p 

a New York Journal, shows in what manner it very eltas a 

seriously affects the circulation of newspapers avé ith th 

other periodicals: you to : 
From the Rochester Democrat. ments. 

“We on Saturday received a Spanish dollar toa By “The 
ply on a subscription, the postage on which Ww — @ordinary 
only fifty cents. This is a fair specimen of th dat the 
beauties of specie currency, and the folly of the law onwe; 
prohibiting the circulation of small bills.” . ~y 

whi 

Honneur aux dames. The Niles (Michigan) 6% he fabs 
zette is singing pzans to the beauty of the ladies © unidst 
that ‘‘city.” In this eulogy, he says: «The eye ° of exis: 
the eagle would falter at a glance of their eyes: the ure, dé 
unsunned snows assume a dusky hue compale’ Bamanent 
with the spotless whiteness of their skin, and t? Bios the , 
rose ‘can’t begin’ to compare with the hue of ver systein 
million that irradiates their cheeks.” orn mit 

The St. Joseph’s Herald more than insinua'e? Beaiand if | 
that the hue which irradiates the cheeks of the improv 
Niles ladies is nothing more than veritable vert Beem te 
lion, and says: ‘‘the ladies of St. Joseph po NO? Bedzod, 
resort to art to make them appear lovely and {as¢" kemn 
nating. No other color suffuses their cheeks th" prejudi 
that which nature, with an inimitable hand, bas and 1 
stowed upon them.” Vi 











